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1 Brief Introduction of China MFZ

• China carry out marine management,

which can be traced back to the Zhou

Dynasty more than 3,000 years ago.

• King Wen of Zhou set up officials in

charge of fishery administration and

stipulated fishing prohibition period

as a major state policy.

King Wen of Zhou  Dynasty (1152 BC - 1056 BC)
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1 Brief Introduction of China MFZ

China Marine Functional Zoning Definition

Marine functional zoning refers to the division of the sea area

into different types of functional zones based on the location

conditions, the natural environment, natural resources,

development and conservation status of the sea area and the

demand of economic and social development.

It is used to control the use of the sea area, protect the marine

ecological environment, and promote the rational development

of the sea area and the sustainable development of marine

economy.

It is the basic work that provides scientific basis for marine

development, protection and management.
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1 Brief Introduction of China MFZ

China Marine Functional Zoning History

Proposing of Marine Functional Zoning (1979－1988)

The First Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1989-1995)

The Second Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1998-2003)

The Third Round of Marine Functional Zoning (2010-2012)

National Territorial Spatial Planning (2021-2035)

Five Stages
More than 40 years
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China Marine Functional Zoning History

Proposing of Marine Functional Zoning (1979－1988)

The First Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1989-1995)

The Second Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1998-2003)

The Third Round of Marine Functional Zoning (2010-2012)

National Territorial Spatial Planning (2021-2035)

• In 1979, many China authorities jointly launched
the nationwide coastal zone and tidal flat resources
comprehensive investigation.

• In 1986, the China oceanic authorities raised that
the marine functional zoning shall be developed
making use of the investigation results in order to
provide scientific basis for “comprehensively
managing the sea areas” and “cooperating
rational development and utilization of marine
resources and protecting the marine
environment”.

• One of the main responsibilities of the State
Oceanic Administration (SOA), China determined in
1988 is “organizing and planning major
comprehensive utilization zones for sea areas and
determiningmarine functional zones”.
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1 Brief Introduction of China MFZ

China Marine Functional Zoning History

Proposing of Marine Functional Zoning (1979－1988)

The First Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1989-1995)

The Second Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1998-2003)

The Third Round of Marine Functional Zoning (2010-2012)

National Territorial Spatial Planning (From 2021)

• In March 1990, Functional Zoning Report and
Functional Zoning Map of Bohai Region were
completed.

• In 1992, the Report of ChinaMFZwas completed.
• 3,642 functional zoneswere divided.
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The Third Round of Marine Functional Zoning (2010-2012)

National Territorial Spatial Planning (2021-2035)

• Large-scaleMFZwork was developed in 1998.
• In August 2002, the National Marine Functional

Zoning was completed and approved by The China
State Council. After that, provincial MFZs were
approved successively, and the implementation
period is 2010.
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1 Brief Introduction of China MFZ

China Marine Functional Zoning History

Proposing of Marine Functional Zoning (1979－1988)

The First Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1989-1995)

The Second Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1998-2003)

The Third Round of Marine Functional Zoning (2010-2012)

National Territorial Spatial Planning (2021-2035)

• In 2010, SOA officially launched a new round of MFZ
work.

• In November 2012, The State Council approved
MFZs. The implementation period is 2020.
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1 Brief Introduction of China MFZ

China Marine Functional Zoning History

Proposing of Marine Functional Zoning (1979－1988)

The First Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1989-1995)

The Second Round of Marine Functional Zoning (1998-2003)

The Third Round of Marine Functional Zoning (2010-2012)

National Territorial Spatial Planning (2021-2035)

• From 2021, ChinamergeMFZ into National Territorial
Spatial Planning, build "Five levels, three types, four
system", formulate Integrated Coastal Zone
Protection and Utilization Planning, issue National
Spatial Survey, Planning, Use Regulation, land and
sea use classification guide (Trial)" to strengthen
guiding planning and use regulation.
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2  The Data System of MFZ in China

Integrated marine survey data

Coastline measure and correction data

The survey data from relevant special project

A Unified Working Base

The third national 
territorial investigation

Basic surveying and 
mapping 

Geographic conditions 
monitoring

Result Data Results from Planning

Evaluation of resource and 
environment carrying capacity

Ecological protection red lines 

Evaluation of suitability for 
territorial space development

Related plannings

Basic Data and Information

Ecological environment

Natural resources

Development and utilization

Natural disasters 

Social economy

Examination and approval data 
for land and sea
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1. Support basic analysis and thematic researches

3 The Data Support of MFZ in China
China Marine Functional Zoning in China and It’s Data Support

The formulation and implementation processes of China Marine
Functional Zoning have three key parts.

Planning Formulation

Monitoring of Planning 
Implementation

Planning Evaluation and 
Revision

2. Guarantee the scientific of planning goals and indicators

3. Implement reasonable zoning and use regulations



4. Planning Implementation

3 The Data Support of MFZ in China

The formulation and implementation processes of China Marine
Functional Zoning have three key parts.

Planning Formulation

Monitoring of Planning 
Implementation

Planning Evaluation and 
Revision
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