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Upcoming MSP events
European Maritime Day 16-17 May
European Maritime Day (EMD) will take place in
Lisbon, Portugal from 16-17 May. The focus will
be on blue entrepreneurship, innovation and
investment to transform traditional maritime
sectors and boost emerging technologies and
value chains. A specific focus will be put
on research and innovation for a plastic-free
ocean. 25 thematic workshops will be organised,
including one on MSP. Registration is open until
15 May and a draft programme is now available.
Read more..
MSP Forum in La Reunion 26-29 March
On 26-29 March the 2nd International MSP
Forum will be organised on La Reunion. A draft
agenda has been published and panels and
workshops will focus on MSP in the Indian
Ocean; sector-specific aspects of MSP; LSI and
ICZM; and the sustainable Blue Economy. One
full day will be dedicatd to local stakeholder
outreach. Read more..
MarSP 2nd Capacity Building Workshop 1415 March
The MarSP project is organizing a workshop on
MSP data models on 14 - 15 March in Tenerife,
Spain. Participants will test technical solutions
through “hands on” sessions with GIS software
and tools, based on their own geographic
context and experiences in a simulated use
case. MSP data experiences form the Azores,
Madeira and Canary Islands will also be shared.
MarSP has also published its second project
bulletin in January 2019. It includes chapters on
the revision of the Atlantic Action Plan, which
maritime sectors are supported by projects in
Macaronesia, and health of the regional seas.
Read more..

Past MSP events
Connecting Seas joint conference NorthSEE and
BalticLINes 12-14 February
The conference, which took place in Hamburg,
Germany on 12-14 February, brought together over
200 participants from the MSP community
representing different ministries and authorities,
stakeholders from the shipping, energy and
environment sector, transnational organisations and
initiatives, NGOs as well as research institutes from
both regions. Five workshops were organised on
topics such as data, cumulative impact assessment
tools, and energy needs. The presentations and
photos have been published online. A visual
summary of the conference was produced which
captures the main ideas and topics from the
discussions and workshops in one picture. A
summary report will be produced shortly.Read
more..
MSP Global Opening Conference 11-12 February
The Opening Conference of #MSPGlobal took place
in Paris, France on 11 and 12 February. The MSP
Global project aims to improve cross-border &
transboundary cooperation by developing new
international guidelines on MSP along with local
stakeholders. Experts from all over the world
contributed to the discussion panels dedicated to
regional visions for MSP and Sustainable Blue
Economy, and challenges of cross-border /
transboundary MSP. Participants, present in person
as well as those following the online webcast, were
engaged on a wide number of topics through the
interactive Slido tool. Read more..
SIMNORAT Final Conference 29-30 January
Representatives of the project partners introduced
their work on the different components, presented
results and shared what they learned from their
involvement in the project. The conference brought
together 80 participants from France, Spain,
Portugal, Ireland & the UK to discuss the future

planning of the Northern Atlantic Ocean. The project
produced a final report and a brochure on
stakeholder perception on MSP. Read more..

MSP Conflicting Sector

MSP Projects and Practices

Interest Fiches online!

BalticLINes Transnational planning criteria
The project has recently published several outputs.
These include an infographic From Planning Issues
toward Planning Solutions , two step-by-step guides
for the designation of energy infrastructure and
shipping corridors in MSP, and a summary of
planning criteria for shipping and offshore energy.
These outputs are now publicly available on the
project website. Read more..

The soon to be published study, Addressing
Conflicting SpatialDemands in MSP, analysed the
nine most common spatial conflicts between
maritime sectors. The results of the study include
nine fiches describing spatial conflicts between
sectors, including their individual spatial demands
and detailed descriptions of conflicting elements.
Special emphasis is put on possible solutions for
the conflicts, which can be both mitigating
solutions (before the problem arises), or problem
solving solutions, when a conflict is already
apparent. Solutions can be both MSP-related (i.e.
to be incorporated into a plan or planning process)
or possibly be found in a more sector-oriented way
(outside of the MSP process). To increase the
understanding of the conflict in real life, several
case studies (conflict stories) are described in the
fiches. Read more..

MSP funding opportunities
Interreg North Sea Region Call 10 Expressions
of Interest - deadline 8 April
Call 10 is open for expressions of interest only.
The deadline is 8 April and the application must be
for a transnational project in the North Sea Region
that falls within one of the four priority themes:
Thinking Growth; Eco-innovation; Sustainable
North Sea Region; and green Transport and
Mobility. Read more..
Transnational Call on Next Generation Climate
Science in Europe for Oceans - deadline 14
June
This joint call between JPI Climate and JPI
Oceans mobilizes funding organizations for
transnational added values on climate science
with a special focus on oceans and climate
interactions. Read more..
EASME Blue Economy Call - deadline 31 July
This call for proposals aims to accelerate the
development and implementation of the EU
Maritime Policy and the sustainable development
of the blue economy across Europe. This general
objective is further divided into specific objectives
for three topics: Blue Labs - innovative solutions

PANACeA Declaration on Ecosystem-based
approaches for biodiversity protection and
management
PANACeA presented the Declaration in December
2018 at the European Parliament. It summarises
state-of-the-art knowledge compiled from 11
thematic projects and 200 partner organisations
concerning threats and pressures in the
Mediterranean and highlights a series of principles
to guide future joint actions towards more effective
and transnational management of key ecological
assets that are grounded on a holistic and
ecosystem based approach. Read more..
Aquaculture- from conflict to blue growth: An
example of Aquaculture cages re-allocation
Environmental issues take priority and an
environmental impact assessment is required before
aquaculture development is initiated in line with the
Aquaculture Strategy set from (2014-2025). This
practice provides a detailed overview of a real case
study example on how existing marine aquaculture
cages were re-allocated to new offshore areas
around Malta so as to avoid or minimize the impacts
that the feeding of these cages were creating onto
coastal activities such as coastal tourism.
Environmental issues take priority and an
environmental impact assessment is required before
aquaculture development is initiated in line with the
Aquaculture Strategy set from (2014-2025). Read
more..

for maritime challenges; Blue Careers in Europe;
and Grants for the Blue Economy - investing in
innovation. Read more..

Country information
Finland develops future scenarios: workshop
on 3 April in Helsinki
The Ministry of the Environment has launched the
development of marine scenarios and their impact
assessments for maritime spatial plans. To support
this effort, a nationwide workshop will be
organized to discuss preliminary scenarios and
their impact on marine activities. The scenarios
review changes in the marine environment and the
needs and views of stakeholders in the future
development of the Finnish marine area. The
review will focus in particular on energy, transport,
the environment, fisheries and aquaculture,
cultural heritage, tourism and recreational use,
defence, maritime industries, biotechnology and
mining. Program and enrolment instructions will be
sent closer to the event. Future scenarios for the
Finnish maritime area will be discussed during a
workshop on 3 April in Helsinki. Read more..
Irish Baseline Report Consultation Results
The public consultation closed on 14 December
2018. The Department Housing, Planning and
Local Government received 173 responses to the
consultation from a broad range of stakeholders,
including members of the public, coastal
community groups, environmental NGOs, sports
bodies,
stakeholder
representative
bodies,
fisheries organisations, energy providers, local
authorities, public sector bodies, political
representatives and parties, and higher education
bodies. Read more..
Adaptive marine spatial planning in the
Netherlands sector of the North Sea
An open access article has been published in
Marine Policy on the Dutch MSP process. The
article gives an overview of past and current
developments and also looks ahead to the North
Sea Vision 2030. Read more..
Second Draft Version 2 of Polish MSP
More information about the second draft of the
Polish marine spatial plan is now available. An
SEA report has been prepared and the draft plan
along with information on the further procedure is
now available (in Polish only). Read more..
Spain expands national marine park
Spain will create the second-largest marine
national park in the Mediterranean, making the
Cabrera National Park, south of Majorca, nine
times larger. The park will be afforded the highest

MSP-relevant publications
and opportunities
New book about MSP published
'MSP - Past, Present, Future' is the first
comprehensive and open-access overview of MSP.
Countries across the globe are beginning to
implement MSP, and the authors of this collection
have identified several key questions that are
emerging from this growing body of MSP
experience, such as: How can MSP deal with a
complex and dynamic environment such as the
sea? How can MSP be embedded in multiple levels
of governance across regional and national borders
– and how far does the environment benefit from
this new approach? This book actively engages with
the problems relevant to these questions, and
explores possible solutions. Chapters consider MSP
and the EU's Blue Growth policy; the need for MSP
in ABNJ; as well as MSP Participation, among many
others. Read more..
Join the UNESCO-IOC MSP 'Expert Group'
deadline 28 February
The Call for Expressions of Interest is opened until
28 February, and is established in the framework of
the UNESCO-IOC/EU-MARE Joint Roadmap to
accelerate MSP worldwide, and the MSP Global
project. The purpose of the expert group is to assist
UNESCO IOC with the preparation of internationally
accepted guidance on MSP. All applicants will be
requested to provide a CV (Europass format) and a
detailed explanation on their potential contribution to
the development of the MSP Global International
Guidelines, as well as other potential activities of the
project in which they could be directly or indirectly
involved. Read more..
Call for Papers 'Ocean and Coastal Management'
deadline 31 July
A Call for Papers is open until 31 July 2019 on a
Special Issue in the journal 'Ocean and Coastal
Management' on 'Operationalizing ecosystem
services in support of ecosystem-based MSP'. The
issue welcomes contributions on methods for
ecosystem-based and socio-economic assessment
of marine ecosystem goods and services provision
and their linkage to MSP; integration of ecosystem
services assessments in support of Blue Economy
and Blue Growth.; stakeholder engagement in

level of legal protection. Read more..
Germany develops draft Site Development
Plan
BSH has developed the draft of the Site
Development Plan 2019 accompanied by two
strategic environmental assessment reports (North
Sea/Baltic Sea). The Site Development Plan is the
sectoral plan for the orderly expansion of offshore
wind turbines and their connection lines in the
German exclusive economic zone of the North and
Baltic Seas. Under the statutory conditions, it may
also contain sectoral planning rules for the coastal
waters on the basis of an administrative
agreement with a German coastal state. The
international consultation of the draft plan started
on 25th January 2019. The draft documents
(including summaries of the site development plan
and the two environmental reports) are available
here in several languages. There is an opportunity
for authorities and individuals of the North and
Baltic Sea States to comment on the draft
documents until 25th March 2019. Read more..

ecosystem service assessment and their role in
participatory MSP; as well as other topics. Read
more..
New book: 'The Ecosystem approach in Ocean
Planning and Governance'
The book takes stock of the challenges associated
with implementing an ecosystem approach in ocean
governance. In addition to theorizing the notion of
Ecosystem Approach and its multifaceted
implications, the book provides in depth analyses of
lessons learned and remaining challenges
associated with making the Ecosystem Approach
fully relevant and operational in different marine
policy fields, including marine spatial planning,
fisheries, and biodiversity protection. In doing so, it
adds much needed legal and social science
perspectives to the existing literature on the
Ecosystem Approach in relation to the marine
environment. While focusing predominantly on the
European context, the perspective is enriched by
analyses from other jurisdictions, including the USA.
Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as
well @EU_MSP_Platform, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make
sure you receive the next one as well.

MSP events in 2019
Interplace MSP-LSI project workshop
27 February in The Hague, the Netherlands
The Economic Benefits of Marine Protected Areas
6 March in Brussels, Belgium
Workshop on Strategic Knowledge agenda Common Environmental Assessment Framework
12-13 March in Edinburgh, Scotland
MarSP 2nd Capacity Building Workshop – MSP INSPIRE DATA MODEL
14-15 March in Ttenerife, Spain
Regional stakeholder seminar on blue economy - Towards a Common Maritime Agenda for the
Black Sea
19 March in Istanbul, Turkey
XX Anniversary International Environmental Forum Baltic Sea Day
21-22 March in Saint-Petersburg, Russia
MSP Forum
25-28 March on La Reunion
2nd joint event of Co-Evolve and Med Coasts for Blue Growth Water & Environment
10 April in Montpellier, France
ATLAS Project: 'Science, Policy and Blue Growth: An Atlantic Assessment’
10 April in Southampton, UK
InnoBlueGrowth Strengthening the Science-Policy-Interface in Blue Growth Conference
16-17 April in Marseilles, France
Ecosystem-based responses to Mediterranean biodiversity challenges
6-7 May in Rome, Italy
EFARO Seminar on the Ecosystem Approach and Blue Economy
15 May in Brussels, Belgium

7th EUGEO Congress on the Geography of europe
15-18 May in Galway, Ireland
European Maritime Day
16-17 May in Lisbon, Portugal
BLUEMED CSA High-Level Research Infrastructures Stakeholders Conference
13-14 June in Paris, France
MARE People & the Sea X: learning from the past, imagining the future
25-28 June in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
OCEANEXT 2019
3-5 July in Nantes, France
AESOP Conference 'Planning for Transition'
9-13 July in Venice, Italy
Royal Geographic Society - IBG Annual Conference
28-30 August in London, UK
Workshop Spatial Strategies at the Land-Sea Interface: Rethinking MSP
11-13 September in Venice, Italy
International Conference on Coastal Ecosystem and Management
16-17 September in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
YOUMARES 2019
24-27 September in Bremen, Germany
Partnership for Regional Ocean Governance
30 September - 2 October in Berlin, Germany
Sustainable Ocean Summit - Investing in Ocean Futures: Finance and Innovation for the Blue
Economy
3rd Baltic MSP Forum
20-21 November in Riga, Latvia
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