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MSP Projects

Upcoming MSP events
NorthSEE and BalticLINes Final Conference
'Connecting Seas' will take place on 13-14
February in Hamburg, Germany. Nine
interactive workshops will introduce the projects’
main findings, showcasing the major role of
transnational cooperation in MSP. Workshop
topics will include planning issues, criteria and
tools for the energy and shipping sector;
stakeholder involvement; environmental impacts;
and many more. Registration is open until 16
January. Read more..
SIMNORAT Closing conference
The SIMNORAT project, focused on MSP in the
Northern European Atlantic, will present findings
and outputs from the project at a Closing
Conference on 29 - 30 January, 2019 in Brest,
France. More information will be shared in the
new year here. Read more..
Save the Date - 3rd Baltic MSP Forum
The third edition of the Baltic MSP Forum will
take place on 20-21 November 2019 in Riga,
Latvia. The Forum is also serving as the final
conference of the Pan Baltic Scope project.
Read more..

Past MSP Events

HELCOM / Pan Baltic Scope Events
The outcomes from the Regional expert workshop on
essential fish habitats, organized by Pan Baltic Scope
and HELCOM on 12-13 December in Riga, were
uploaded on the HELCOM Meeting Portal, along with
presentations and meeting documents. Read more..
North Sea wide study on connectivity between
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
NorthSEE is focusing on transnational coordination
between plans and planning processes in the North
Sea Region on Energy, Shipping and Environment.
For the environmental strand, the partners have
researched the designation of Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) and other marine conservation measures, as
well as the application of the Ecosystem Based
Approach (EBA) in the planning processes. A new
study has been published, exploring the connectivity
of MPAs in the North Sea. Read more..
SIMWESTMED Completion of the MSP-oriented
Initial Assessment
SIMWESTMED has developed a report which collects
and describes all the relevant information related to
the project marine area in the Western Mediterranean,
including the main aspects that have to be considered
in the MSP context. It describes the main aspects in
terms of physical characteristics of the area and the
marine environment by considering the representative
habitats and species of the West Med, as well as
socio-economic aspects. Conflicts and synergies are
described to ensure the adoption of the ecosystem-

SUPREME and SIMWESTMED Final
Conference
The SUPREME and SIMWESTMED Final
Conference took place on 12-13 December in
Venice and provided an occasion to learn more
about the latest MSP advancements of
Mediterranean countries. The results of 9 case
studies and transboundary initiatives were
presented. Moreover, the conference promoted
the discussion around key issues for MSP in the
Mediterranean: data and tools for MSP, multiscale stakeholder engagement, land-sea
interactions and the ecosystem-based approach.
Read more..
Echopolis conference: Nature and culturebased strategies and solutions for cities and
territories
Held on 26-28 November in Athens, the
conference aimed to draw attention to natural
and cultural heritage as a defining element of
'place identity'. The conference shared the need
for MSP processes to use high quality spatial
data on both the natural and cultural values of
sea areas and on the existing human uses and
pressures. Additional discussions included need
to understand the intrinsic spatial relationships of
the patterns of cultural and natural values and
human uses in order to deliver well-informed
planning solutions. Read more..
Stakeholder conference: Towards concrete
‘blue’ actions in the western Mediterranean
The European Commission and the CoPresidency of the Initiative for the sustainable
development of the blue economy in the
western Mediterranean organised a conference
on 3 December 2018 in Algiers, Algeria. The
conference aimed to facilitate the exchange of
project ideas and to promote concrete project
development among stakeholders in the region.
Read more..
EBA Policy Paper presented in Brussels
The Interreg Med Biodiversity Protection
Community organized a workshop and public
hearing on 4 - 5 December in Brussels, to
present the work of 11 projects on marine
biodiversity protection, and support the
transferability of their results to a wider
audience. As part of discussions on the role of
MSP in biodiversity protection, the EU MSP
Platform presented the policy brief Integrating
the Ecosystem-Based Approach in MSP during
the workshop 'Enhancing EU policy with
ecosystem-based approaches'. Read more..

based approach. The report ends with relevant transboundary issues in order to support the beginning of
cross-border collaboration in the West Mediterranean.
Read more..
National Seascape Character Assessment for
England
The National Seascape Character Assessment for
England (MMO 1134) project aimed to establish
seascape character assessments for the north east,
north west, south east and south west marine plan
areas. These assessments are presented as 4
separate reports and a combined seascape
Geographical Information System (GIS) data layer for
all marine plan areas was produced for the Marine
Management
Organisation’s
(MMO)
Marine
Information system (MIS) and data available for
download. Read more..

MSP Funding opportunities
INTERREG North West Europe Call for Proposals
The 9th Call for Proposals is now open under the
INTERREG North West Europe Programme. The
focus is on projects that emphasize the priorities of
'Innovation and 'Resource and materials efficiency.
The deadline is on 14 June 2019. Read more..
EMFF Blue Economy Call
The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund
has launched a new Call with a total budget of
€18,7 million. The call focuses on 3 topics:
'Blue Labs: innovative solutions for maritime
challenges' (€5 million), 'Blue Careers in Europe' (€5.5
million) and 'Grants for the Blue Economy: investing in
innovation' (€8.2 million). Projects should run either 24
or 36 months and you can
receive up to 80% co-financing for your project (65%
for Blue Economy topics). Applications can be
submitted until 31 January 2019. Read more..
Interreg MED 3rd Call for Proposals
The Interreg Mediterranean Programme 3rd Call for
Proposals is open until 31 January 2019. The budget
allocation for this call is approximately 30M€ (ERDF +
IPA). The Call focuses on: 1) Blue Growth: focusing on
maritime clusters; 2) Sustainable Tourism: focusing on
insularity and low density areas; 3) Biodiversity
protection: focusing on Marine Protected Areas.
Project budgets will vary between 2,5M€ and 4M€.
Read more..

MSP Practices
Offshore
aquaculture:
Spatial
planning
principles for sustainable development
Prepared by researchers at the University of
California, Santa Barbara, this paper aims to
define which variables need to be taken into
account in MSP for offshore aquaculture
allocation, in order to allow its sustainable
development, avoid conflicts with other human
activities and impacts on the environment. The
study is based on a wide review of
multidisciplinary literature focused on interactions
between offshore aquaculture and the surrounding
environment across a spectrum of spatial scales.
A recommended approach to incorporating
scientific analysis in spatial planning of offshore
aquaculture is described. Read more..
Tackling
challenges
for
Mediterranean
sustainable coastal tourism: an ecosystem
service perspective
As part of the CO-EVOLVE project, a conceptual
study was conducted to highlight the crucial role of
ecosystem services (particularly of cultural
services) for the existence and development of
coastal tourism in the Mediterranean. The FAQ on
Coastal and Maritime Tourism has also been
updated with the study's findings. Read more..

Integration of fisheries into MSP: quo vadis?
Although there is a strong relation between fisheries
and MSP, the actual integration of fisheries into the
planning process often fails. An international team of
researchers reviewed many studies addressing a wide
range of integration challenges and examined how
fisheries could benefit from MSP. According to their
analysis, the spatial and temporal dynamics of fish
and fisheries, as well as the definition of spatial
preferences remain major challenges. However,
integration of fisheries in MSP is already possible
today. Read more..
Sustainable use of marine resources through
offshore wind and mussel farm co-location
This paper focuses on the application of multi-criteria
evaluation (MCE) technique for co-locating offshore
wind farms and open-water mussel cultivation. An
index of co-location sustainability was developed
based on MCE, considering physical and biological
parameters to be computed through remote sensing
data. The Danish portion of the Baltic Sea and the
Danish North Sea represent the area used as testing
site for the SI evaluation. The results of the SI
application can support more detailed studies in the
selected areas, to be based on local data. Read
more..

Country information
Updates on Finnish MSP processes
The status report of the Finnish maritime economy
has now been completed (Finnish only). The
research project BlueAdapt has started, which will
look at how to enhance adaptive capacity for
sustainable Blue Growth in Finland. 2019 will see
the development of scenarios for the Finnish
maritime space. In Pan Baltic Scope, a cross-

MSP-relevant publications
and opportunities
New book on Polish MSP
The book 'Maritime Spatial Planning of Polish Sea
Areas - the Administrative and Legal perspective'

border case study between Finland, the Åland
islands and Sweden will be undertaken. Read
more..
Sweden MSP consultation finalised
From June to October 2018, Sweden conducted
an international consultation on their proposed
marine spatial plans, the strategic environmental
assessment and the sustainability appraisal. More
than 160 organizations expressed their views and
SwAM will publish revised proposals for plans in
spring 2019, along with a consultation report.
Read more..
Outline of Estonian MSP
In December 2018, the English version of the
initial outline for the Estonian MSP and the
memorandum of intention to conduct impact
assessment were made available. The document,
available here, was also shared with Baltic Sea
countries for their information.
Read more..
UK Surveys on South and East marine plans
The MMO’s monitoring activity, including
information gathered through surveys, is used to
inform a three-yearly report to Parliament on the
effects of policies in the marine plans, the
effectiveness of these policies in securing plan
objectives, and the progress towards achieving
any objectives set out for that region in a marine
plan and the Marine Policy Statement. Read
more..

was elaborated by prof. Tomasz Bąkowski from
Gdańsk University. The book discusses legal
problems, barriers and challenges related to the
implementation of MSP in Poland. This is the most
comprehensive overview on legal aspects of MSP in
Poland
applying
Administrative law research
apparatus.The book is written in Polish. Read more..
New Masters Programme on Sea and Society
The University of Gothenburg is organising a new
interdisciplinary, 2-year masters programme about
the sea and society. Students of all disciplines
interested in how human society is linked to the
marine environment and ecosystem are invited to
apply. The program will be offered in the fall of 2019.
Read more.
EMODnet Call for Actions
From 21 to 23 November 2018, more than 300
stakeholders gathered in Brussels to discuss the
future of ocean observing, monitoring and data
collection efforts in Europe. The purpose was to
demonstrate the importance of marine observations
for society and find solutions to overcome the
current fragmentation and lack of sustainability of
on-going data collection programmes and activities.
Driven by a broad range of observing communities
and stakeholders that rely on ocean data and
information, the conference delivered a Call to
Action for the EU and European countries to better
coordinate and align the various data collection
initiatives and work together towards a more
concerted, fit for purpose and cost-effective
European ocean observing capability. Read more..

Updated Spanish Country Information Profile
The Country Information Profile for Spain now
includes the latest developments regarding the
progress on MSP. Currently, the Ministry of
Ecological Transition (MITECO) is the authority for
the coast and the marine environment as well as
for biodiversity, while the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food is the authority for the fisheries
sector. Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as
well @EU_MSP_Platform, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make
sure you receive the next one as well.

MSP events in 2018 / 2019
Irish Sea Maritime Forum Biennal Conference
15 January in Cardiff, UK
JPI Oceans seminar | Increasing the impact of European investments in marine and maritime
research - What’s on the Horizon?
17 January in Brussels, Belgium
The Role of Regions in fostering Blue Growth
22 January in Berlin, Germany
Blue Invest in the Mediterranean 2019
24 January in St. Julians, Malta
SIMNORAT Closing Conference
29-30 January in Brest, France
EuroMarine General Assembly

30-31 January in Cadiz, Spain
Connecting Seas - Joint NorthSEE and BalticLINes MSP Conference
13-14 February in Hamburg, Germany
Baltic InteGrid Final Conference
26-27 February in Berlin, Germany
MARINA Final Conference
12-13 March in Boulogne-sur-mer, France
European Maritime Day
16-17 May in Lisbon, Portugal
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