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MSP events in 2018
Save the Date - MSP for Islands Workshop
A workshop will be organised on the topic of MSP
for Islands in the week of 10 September, on Gran
Canaria (Spain). The focus will be on knowledge
exchange on specific challenges to implement
MSP and Blue Growth in island areas. The
workshop will target MSP authorities, local
municipalities and community groups, Blue
Growth sector representatives and other groups
with island interests. More information and a
confirmed date will be available soon. Read
more..
European Maritime Day 2018
The EU MSP Platform will be present at EMD in
Burgas, Bulgaria with an exhibition stand and
the Black Sea Focal Point will also be
participating in two of the MSP workshop panels.
Descriptions of all workshops are now available,
as well as speakers bios. We look forward to
seeing you there! Read more..
International Forum for MSP
The kick-off event of the EC DG MARE and
UNESCO IOC International Forum for MSP took
place on 24 - 25 May in Brussels, Belgium. Over
160 participants discussed the opportunities and
challenges of planning for the marine
environment in a cross-border context. In
addition to plenary sessions, participants
engaged
actively
during
two
technical
workshops on stakeholder involvement and
cross-sector integration. Outputs of the event will
include a report, graphic recording and photos.
Read more..
MSP in Small Sea Spaces - Workshop Report
A summary report has been published as a
follow-up to the workshop "Maritime Spatial
Planning in Small Sea Spaces", held 14 - 15
March 2018 in Portoroz, Slovenia. The workshop

MSP News
Sector Fiches on EU MSP Platform
A new section has been added to the MSP Platform
website to provide easy access to the Sector fiches
developed as part of the MSP for Blue Growth
study. The fiches deal mainly with the MSP
dimension in the expected evolution of the analysed
sectors, putting the focus not only on the present
spatial needs, but also on the anticipated future
developments of the industry. The fiches look at
cross-sector interactions and offer a set of concrete
recommendations to inform MSP processes. Finally,
the fiches aim at being a solid first information
source listing the most relevant actors, initiatives,
and available literature in the sector in question. The
sector webpages include a summary of the sector
fiches as well as links to relevant practices and
projects. Read more..
Handbook Visions in MSP published
The handbook was developed as one of the three
outputs from the MSP for Blue Growth Study. It
showcases tools and methods from a wide range of
initiatives and projects from Europe and beyond to
capture the “state of the art” of vision making
processes. Its purpose is to assist planners in
developing their own vision, as well as for preparing
the terms of reference for those who will facilitate a
vision process. The intention of the handbook is to
indicate a range of possibilities for working with
visions, showcasing options and ideas, rather than
being prescriptive. Read more..

MSP Projects
SIMWESTMED 3rd Project Meeting and Final
Conference with SUPREME
On 4-6 June, the Spanish Oceanographic Institute
will host the 3rd project meeting in Palma de
Mallorca, Spain. The meeting is an opportunity for
Spanish, French, Italian and Maltese public
authorities to develop their work plans to support the
implementation of the MSP Directive in their
respective countries and competence areas. Read

was aimed at national MSP authorities,
representatives of sub-national authorities,
planners and other experts dealing with MSP in
small sea spaces. Based on a wide exchange of
practices and interactive discussions, workshop
participants helped identify challenges and
specific elements of maritime spatial planning in
small sea spaces. Read more..
SIMNORAT Project meeting
The SIMNORAT project, bringing together AFB,
Cerema, CEDEX, IEO, Shom, public bodies of
France, Spain and Portugal, the Conference of
Peripheral Maritime Regions and MSP
competent authorities have met in Brussels on
22-23 of May at CPMR offices. The meeting was
dedicated to establishing a work plan for the
next activity period. This includes, in particular,
the publication of project deliverables and the
holding of
a number of national and
transboundary workshops. Such meetings will
include stakeholder engagement exercises, in
connection to the knowledge of marine areas
developed so far and as a follow-up to the MSP
board game. Read more..

MSP funding opportunities
Interreg Europe 4th Call
Interreg has launched the 4th Call for Proposals.
The Programme is structured around four priority
axes,
including
Strengthening
research,
technological development and innovation;
Enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs;
Supporting the shift towards a low-carbon
economy in all sectors; and Protecting the
environment and promoting resource efficiency.
The deadline for applications is 22 June and many
project proposals and partners are featured in the
online database. Read more..
Blue Invest
Over 300 participants attended the first BlueInvest
event organised by DG MARE. Blue Invest is the
1st matchmaking event in Brussels dedicated to a
smart & sustainable Blue Economy. 20 finalists
pitched their projects to potential investors and
many B2B meetings took place. The two winning
pitches were given by Marlinks (offshore cable
monitoring) and Fuvex (long-distance drones).
Read more.
Interreg V-B “Adriatic-Ionian programme ADRION” 2014-2020

more..
MUSES Stakeholder Workshop and Final
Conference
The second MUSES (Multi-Use in European Seas)
project workshop will take place on 27 June
in, Venice, Italy. The workshop will gather actors
from the maritime business community, planning,
policy and regulatory agencies, financing bodies
(including
EU
programmes)
and
research
institutions, to discuss the draft Ocean Multi-Use
Action Plan. The workshop also aims to provide a
suitable environment where actors can meet and
discuss potential synergies among sectors and
collaborations for establishing Multi-Use. The Final
Conference will take place on 10 October in
Brussels, Belgium. Read more..
SEANSE Opening Conference
The SEANSE project will be explained in more detail
during the Opening Conference taking place on 5
July in Brussels, Belgium. Participants will have time
to discuss and ask questions, and are invited to
consider how they or their organisation may
contribute to the project, such as by sharing
information or data. Interest may be indicated until
11 June. Read more..

MSP Practices
AquaSpace practices
The AquaSpace project resulted in several key
outputs to support ecosystem-based spatial
planning of aquaculture. These include a synthesis
of lessons learned from the development and testing
of innovative tools and a targeted review of tools
and methods that can be used for the spatial
allocation of aquaculture activities in terms of
environmental and economic costs (e.g. risks) and
benefits.Read more..
Handbook on MSP Indicators Development
The Handbook presents a step-by-step approach to
developing MSP indicators. In particular, the
Handbook aims to provide the maritime spatial
planning community with suggestions on the use of
spatial indicators that could support the
consideration of Blue Growth in MSP processes.
There are no one-size-fits-all solutions for MSP and
related indicator development, which is why the
Handbook offers a flexible approach with examples
of possible indicators that need to be customised to
the local contexts. The Handbook was developed
under the Technical Study ‘Maritime Spatial
Planning (MSP) for Blue Growth’ in 2017. It was
discussed and fine tuned in a dialogue with MSP
responsible authorities i.e. members of the Member

The main objective of the programme is to act as a
policy driver and governance innovator, fostering
European integration among Partner States. A
second call for proposal is now open for Axis 2
where MSP and ICM are specifically foreseen.
Specific Objective 2.2 "Enhance the capacity in
transnationally tackling environmental vulnerability,
fragmentation and the safeguarding of ecosystem
services in the ADRION area" aims, under its
Topic 1, to promote and exchange experience for
the adoption of coherent National Strategies for
ICM (ICZM protocol) and transnational maritime
spatial planning (MSP directive). The deadline is
26 June. Read more..

Country information

States Expert Group on MSP. Read more..
BONUS BASMATI publishes new video
A newly published 2.5 minute video explains the
project, its objectives and foreseen deliverables,
including the decision-support system tool 'Baltic
Explorer'. Read more..

MSP-relevant publications

Bulgaria transposes Directive
Bulgaria transposed the MSP Directive in the end
of March, 2018 by amendment of the Maritime
Spaces, Inland Waterways and Ports of the
Republic of Bulgaria Act. The Minister of Regional
Development and Public Works will head and
coordinate all activities related to MSP, including
development of the Plan. The MSP process will be
supported by and coordinated within a MSP
Advisory Board which will be chaired by the
Minister. The amended Act requires Bulgaria to
cooperate with the Black sea countries, including
through the Organisation of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation and the Commission on
the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution. It
is explicitly stated that the cooperation with
Romania aims at achieving coherence and
coordination of national maritime spatial plans on
issues of a transnational nature.
Read more..

NorthSEE publishes 3 reports
The project has published three reports: 1) ‘A status
quo report on offshore energy planning provisions’,
2) ‘Transnational MSP in the North Sea: The
Shipping context’, and 3) ‘Improving the Coexistence of Offshore Energy installations &
Shipping’. Read more..
Public consultation on the interim evaluation of
the direct management under the EMFF
The purpose of the interim evaluation is to assess
performance of and fine-tune the implementation of
the direct management component of the European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) for the current
programming period 2014-2020. The interventions
under the EMFF should affect public authorities,
industry, researchers and civil society. For instance,
spatial planning itself will benefit businesses and the
public authorities that set them up will be able to
judge whether the measures financed here helped
set them up. Contributions are welcome until 3
September 2018 and filling in the survey will take
around 10 minutes. Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as
well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive the
next one as well.

MSP events in 2018
European Maritime Day
31 May - 1 June in Burgas, Bulgaria
9th Annual Forum of the EU Baltic Sea Strategy Forum
4 - 5 June in Tallinn, Estonia
Your Ocean, Your Future
6 June in Brussels, Belgium

EMODnet Day
8 June in Trieste, Italy
North Sea Region Conference
14 June in Østfold, Norway
Pan Baltic Scope – Opening conference
20 June in Malmö, Sweden
MUSES stakeholder workshop ’Embracing opportunities – Ocean Multi-Use Action Plan development
workshop’
27 June in Venice, Italy
Ocean Summit: The Future of the Oceans - Volvo Ocean Race
28-29 June in The Hague, Netherlands
Opening Conference SEANSE project
5 July in Brussels, Belgium
Society and the Sea
6-7 September in London, UK
From COP21 towards the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (20212030)
10-11 September in Paris, France
MUSES Final Conference
10 October in Brussels, Belgium
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