Click here to view this email in your browser if it is not displayed properly.

Newsletter #4 2018

MSP events in 2018
REGISTRATION OPEN for Kick-off event
International Forum for MSP
EC DG MARE and IOC-UNESCO are jointly
organising the kick-off event on 24-25 May in
Brussels, Belgium. The event targets maritime
spatial planners from across the world as well as
experts directly involved in planning. Plenary
sessions are foreseen on European as well as
international MSP, and two interactive technical
workshops will be organised to explore crosssector integration and stakeholder involvement in
MSP. Registration is open until 14 May and a draft
agenda has been published. Read more..
EMD 2018
European Maritime Day 2018 will take place in
Burgas, Bulgaria from 29 May until 1 June. MSP
is one of the main themes, with multiple
workshops planned on the topic. The EU MSP
Platform will be present with an exhibition stand
and Black Sea Focal Point participation on
workshop panels. Read more..
3rd EUSAIR Forum
The 3rd Forum of the EU Strategy for the
Adriatic and Ionian Region 'Our Region, Our
Future' will take place in Catania, Italy on 24-25
May. The event will present the progress and
achievements of the EUSAIR macro-regional
strategy and will promote the strengthening of
the network and partnerships within the Adriatic
and Ionian Region. Registration is open until 18
May. Read more..
PORTODIMARE
PORTODIMARE had its kick-off meeting on 2829 March 2018. The 2-year project “Geoportal of
tools & data for sustainable management of the
coastal and marine environment” is coordinated
by the Emilia Romagna Region and is co-funded
by the Interreg ADRION Program. It aims to
create a common data and tool sharing platform

MSP News
MSP for Blue Growth Study published
The European Commission has published the study
'MSP for Blue Growth' which examines different
practices, approaches and lessons learned that may
assist Member States develop sustainable growth
for their maritime economies. The study is divided
into three parts, presenting a handbook for creating
an MSP vision process, maritime sector analysis
fiches with a specific focus on implications for MSP,
and an approach for developing MSP indicators.
Dedicated new sections on maritime sectors and
vision development will be added to the EU MSP
Platform website in the coming weeks. Read more..
Pan Baltic Scope Opening Conference
The project's conference 'Introducing lasting macroregional tools for Baltic maritime spatial plans' will
take place on 20 June at the World Maritime
University. The deadline for registration is 9 June.
Pan Baltic Scope is the international collaboration of
planning authorities and regional organizations
created to strengthen the knowledge and enhance
the cross-border dimensions in MSP cooperation by
establishing durable tools for such partnership.
Topics will include the progress of national MSP
processes, socio-economics, cumulative impacts,
the ecosystem-based approach, green infrastructure
and land-sea interactions. The conference will take
place back-to-back with the 19 June international
consultation on Swedish plan proposals. Read
more..
SIMCelt project comes to a close
After two years, the SIMCelt project has finalised
and produced its final outputs. These include a
Signposting Document, called 'Transboundary
Cooperation in the Celtic Seas: Reflections from the
SIMCelt project' that provides an overview of the
project as a whole and key outputs. In addition,
there are several outputs available online including
overview reports, briefing notes and studies and
guidelines, among which a Marine Data Portal, an
MPA database and two online case studies. The
deliverable for Case Study #4 is now available in the

supporting the implementation of the ICZM
Protocol, the MSP Directive and the EUSAIR
Action Plan in the Adriatic-Ionian Region. Read
more..

form of an interactive Storymap on how to help
marine planners understand and apply ecosystem
services to MSP in practice. A Storymap has also
been produced for Case Study #2, which focuses on
at the assessment of cumulative impact
assessments for MSP. Read more..

MSP funding opportunities

MSP Practices

Blue Invest 2018
The matchmaking event will bring together
innovators and the financial community to boost
the economic potential of the ocean while
protecting its marine resources. The agenda has
been published and lists the start-up companies
that will present their pitches. Personalized and
pre-arranged bilateral meetings for investment and
project development opportunities will be
organised. Registration is open until 10 May. Read
more..
Interreg Atlantic 2nd Call for Proposals
The Programme's overall objective is to implement
solutions to answer to regional challenges in the
fields of innovation, resource efficiency,
environment and cultural assets, supporting
regional development and sustainable growth.
Priority 2 of the programme is focused on fostering
resource efficiency, which can assist maritime and
coastal planners to support the development
(including the social acceptance and use) of
renewable sources of energy, especially those
deriving from the sea. The call will close on 1
June. Read more..
Interreg Central Baltic 4th Call
Eligible countries for the programme include
Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Sweden. A specific
objective relevant to MSP is 2.2. 'Sustainably
planned and managed marine and coastal areas'.
This objective aims to address joint challenges
and issues related to MSP well as ICZM. It also
aims to foster cooperation, mediate and find the
balance between different sectors that have
differing interests in using marine and coastal
resources. Read more..

Reviewing and mapping Fisheries Restricted
Areas in the Aegean Sea
In the framework of the Protomedea and Marisca
projects, a study was conducted to map and
categorize Fisheries Restricted Areas (FRAs) in the
Aegean Sea. Results of the study are published in
'Mediterranean Marine Science'. FRAs were
identified through the analysis of national legislation
on fisheries, environmental protection, preservation
of underwater archaeological sites and maritime
activities, implying different types of spatial-temporal
restrictions of fishing activities. Moreover, spatialtemporal restrictions established by the EU and the
General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean (GFCM) were also reviewed.
Collected information was organised in a database,
including both spatial and non-spatial information on
the identified FRAs. Read more..
DESEASION Support Platform
The objective of the AILERON project is to develop
a methodology and algorithms to help maritime
decision making when several decision-makers are
involved. As part of the project, the DESEASION
platform is under development to support the
decision aiding process and to facilitate the
collaboration on marine assessment or decision
making issues. In that context, MSP is a possible
application, which could benefit from this general
methodology and tool. The software platform is
designed so that it can bring together the different
actors of the decision problem around the same
tool, either locally or remotely. Read more..

Country information
Belgium MSP process moving ahead
The Belgian draft maritime spatial plan for 20202026 has been approved in principle by the
Council of Ministers on 20 April. The advice of the
consultative commission, composed of all the
competent Belgian federal and Flemish
government services, has been carefully
scrutinized and many valuable suggestions have
been incorporated in the draft. A large-scale and
formal consultation process will be initiated in July
2018 and citizens will be invited to send in their
comments to the draft plan and to the strategic
environmental assessment (SEA). A public
hearing will also be organized. As part of the
consultation process, the neighbouring and
interested countries will also be contacted. Read
more..
Consultation on the Northern Ireland Marine
Plan Draft
The Department of Agriculture, Environment and
Rural Affairs (DAERA) for Northern Ireland has
announced that consultation will be open on the
first proposed marine plan until 15 June. The
single document is made up of two plans, one
inshore and one offshore as per the definitions of
the Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013. The
Marine Plan (when adopted) will be used by public
authorities in taking decisions which affect or might
affect the marine area, including authorisation or
enforcement decisions, and decisions that relate
to the exercise of any function capable of affecting
the marine area. Together with the consultation
process, the 'Northern Ireland Marine Mapviewer'
has been launched. Read more..
Finland launches MSP website
Finland has launched a dedicated website to keep
all interested parties informed of their MSP
processes. The website is available in Finnish,
Swedish and English and a Twitter account has
also been launched. Read more..

MSP-relevant publications
HLG Food from the Oceans
In their latest scientific opinion, the High-Level
Group of Scientific Advisors for the European
Commission elaborate on how more food and
biomass could be obtained from the oceans in a
way that does not deprive future generations of their
benefits.
The recommendations call for mainstreaming a
responsible 'culture and capture' approach to
harvesting food from the oceans into broad food
system policy frameworks at EU and global levels.
To sustain wild capture and to develop mariculture,
the HLG recommends more integrated, participative
and systems-based approaches to policy and
planning. A citizen summary has also been
prepared. Read more..
1st AQUACROSS Business Brief: Benefits of
Sustainable Development Goals
The brief highlights the benefits to businesses of
engaging with the SDGs and how the AQUACROSS
project could assist with implementing SDGs with a
specific focus on managing aquatic ecosystems.
Supporting the achievement of SDGs will reduce
specific threats to aquatic ecosystems and ensures
the sustenance of services that these provide. This
will in turn benefit economic activities that rely on
these ecosystem service provisions. Next steps
could include the development of new investment
forms that benefit both society and the environment.
Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as
well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive the
next one as well.

MSP events in 2018

Cumulative Impact Tools for Maritime Spatial Planning: Current Status of European Efforts
3 May, online
VASAB Stakeholder Workshop "Achieving coherent and sustainable development of the macro-region Unique teamwork of the countries around the Baltic Sea''
15 May in Brussels, Belgium
Blue Invest 2018
17 May in Brussels, Belgium
Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture: Key drivers for Blue Growth in the Adriatic and Ionian Regions
18 May in Ancona, Italy
Kick-off Event International Forum on MSP
24-25 May in Brussels, Belgium
3rd EUSAIR Forum
24-25 May in Catania, Italy
European Maritime Day
31 May - 1 June in Burgas, Bulgaria
North Sea Region Conference
14 June in Østfold, Norway
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