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MSP events in 2018

Workshop on MSP in Small Sea Spaces 
A briefing paper has been published in the run-up
to the DG MARE workshop taking place on 15-16
March 2018 in Portorož, Slovenia. Participants
will discuss how to apply maritime spatial
planning (MSP) in small sea spaces. Specific
challenges emerge in small sea areas, whether
they fall under national competence or they are
part of a multi-scale, nested approach. Both
cases present real challenges: high concentration
of uses, intense land-sea interactions, limited
availability of free space and the need for
transboundary cooperation (among countries and
among regions within a country). Follow  the
workshop by using #MSP4SmallSeas on Twitter
and sli.do! Read more.. 

International MSP Forum' 
The European Commission's Directorate-
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries will
jointly organise a kick-off event for the Forum on
International MSP together with IOC-UNESCO.
The Forum will take place on 24-25 May in
Brussels, Belgium. 

Presentations available from 
Romanian Expert Roundtable on MSP
Capacity
A peer-discussion roundtable on MSP in
Romania was organised on 15 February in
Bucharest, hosted by the MSP authority
(Ministry of Regional Development and Public
Administration). Participants shared existing
good practices in other countries like Belgium,
Poland, Italy and Germany. The focus was on
methodologies necessary for the elaboration of a
national MSP. The roundtable fostered a better
understanding of MSP, taking into account the
importance of strengthening collaboration
between administrative institutions. Read more..

Report available from Cumulative
Impact Tools Expert Roundtable
An expert roundtable on cumulative impact tools

News from MSP projects 
BaltSPACE presentations available 
BaltSPACE organised its final conference 'Reaching
across Sea Spaces' jointly with SeaRIca at the
European Parliament on 7 March. The project
findings were presented with a particular focus on
stakeholder and cross-border integration. Together
with invited representatives from other regional seas
contexts, participants discussed challenges,
opportunities and solutions for MSP. The
presentations are available online here. Participants
to the conference were also treated to a viewing of
the newly launched interactive video 'MSP
Explained: Integration challenges in MSP in the
Baltic Sea Region'. Read more..

NorthSEE Stakeholder Workshop 
MSP Challenge 
The NorthSEE project will organise a unique
stakeholder workshop on ecological aspects within
the (greater) North Sea region, which will take place
on Wednesday 18 April 2018 at the Royal
Netherlands Institute for Sea Research (NIOZ) at
Texel in the Netherlands.Read more..

Four new MSP projects launched
This year 4 new cross-border MSP projects have
launched. The projects are supported with EMFF
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was organised on 18 January in Venice, Italy,
bringing together experts and tool developers to
discuss development of these tools and how to
integrate them in MSP. A report has now been
published and is available online. Read more..

funding and will take place across Europe and the
Southeast Indian Ocean. SEANSE will develop a
coherent approach to Strategic Environmental
Assessments with a focus on renewable energy in
support of MSP implementation. Macaronesian MSP
(MarSP) will provide management tools for the
sustainable development of strategic sectors such
as tourism, aquaculture or renewable energy. The
objective of OCEAN METTISS is to identify key
factors for economic development of Réunion
Island. Read more.. 

MSP funding opportunities

Registrations open for #BlueInvest 2018
The European Commission is looking for Blue
Economy entrepreneurs to join a high-profile event
aimed at matching cutting edge companies with
public and private investors. The event will create
bilateral networking opportunities for blue
economy entrepreneurs, innovators and investors.
Read more..

Preannouncement of EuroMarine 2018 calls
EuroMarine is launching two calls on 31 May to
fund Foresight Workshops and Working Group
proposals. The workshops should address
priorities following the EuroMarine Scientific
Strategy and reinforce the network. Read more.. 

Interreg Cooperation Forum 
Interreg Europe will open the fourth call for project
proposals in May 2018. During the cooperation
forum, participants can join networking sessions,
meet and discuss with the joint secretariat or
introduce their own topics and gather a group of
potential partners to develop it further. Networking
will be available in parallel to the workshops. An
online cooperation forum will also be organised in
April. Read more..

MSP Practices 
Socio-economic work of HELCOM
Several new practice descriptions have been added
into the EU MSP Platform Practices Database. Two of
these make reference to the socio-economic benefits
of maritime spatial planning, in particular to results of
studies undertaken. HELCOM is leading the economic
and social analyses activity in the Pan Baltic Scope
project, which is an ongoing two-year project that
brings together 8 MSP authorities from 7 HELCOM
countries with the aim of developing a coherent
national MSP initiative in the Baltic Sea region,
creating a lasting macro-regional mechanism for
cross-border MSP cooperation. The practice is a first
approach of HELCOM to compare the current
contribution of marine uses to economy or human
welfare and to assess on the other side, the potential
losses in human welfare from deteriorated states of
the ecosystems. Read more..

Plan4Blue Socio-economic Study Estonia and
Finland 
The Plan4Blue project also produced a socio-
economic study and assessed whether maritime
economies are interlinked with the national economies
of Finland and Estonia, and how productive and
efficient the blue economy sectors are in maritime
regions. Read more..
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Country information
MSP Pilot Plan for Emilia Romagna
The proposals for ICZM-MSP for the Emilia
Romagna Region were formulated within the
Italian National Project RITMARE and refer to the
marine area of the Northern Adriatic Sea located
in front of Emilia Romagna (Italy).The pilot plan is
not legally binding and should be considered as
preliminary or as a valuable basis for further
studies and discussions. Read more..

New Work Programme for Dutch Maritime
Strategy 
The Dutch government, in cooperation with
several national maritime clusters, has launched a
Work Programme to support the implementation of
the Maritime Strategy and Sea Ports 2018-2021.
Read more..

France launches public consultation on
National Strategy for the Sea and Coast
Together with its stakeholders and the French
Maritime Council, French public authorities are
currently drawing up 4 'Documents Stratégiques
de façade' – one for each French maritime
coastline (East Channel-North Sea, North Atlantic-
West Channel, South Atlantic, Mediterranean). In
this context, a public consultation will run until 25
March 2018. Read more..

MSP-relevant publications
OECD Conference report published
The sixth OECD GGSD Forum (Paris, 21-22
November 2017) was held on the theme of
“Greening the Ocean Economy” as part
of the OECD Ocean Economy Week. The Forum
examined the environmental and economic
implications of the use of oceans and discussed
innovative approaches for making the ocean
economy more sustainable. A conference report has
now been published and is available online. Read
more..

Mid-term review of Atlantic Action Plan
A mid-term review of the Atlantic Action Plan has
been published by the European Commission. The
AAP was adopted in 2013 to support the Blue
Economy of Atlantic Ocean area. The report
highlights main achievements and weaknesses, and
points out potential avenues for improving the action
plan in future. Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as

well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive the

next one as well.

MSP events in 2018

14th Meeting of the Member States Expert Group on MSP
14-15 March in Portorož, Slovenia 

Workshop on MSP in Small Sea Spaces
15-16 March in Portorož, Slovenia 

VLIZ Marine Science Day 
21 March in Bredene, Belgium 

Workshop on co-existence and synergies in MSP 
4-6 April in Edinburgh, Scotland 
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NorthSEE Stakeholder Workshop MSP Challenge
18 April in Texel, Netherlands 

Blue Invest 2018
17 May in Brussels, Belgium 

Kick-off Event International Forum on MSP
24-25 May in Brussels, Belgium 

3rd EUSAIR Forum 
24-25 May in Catania, Italy 

European Maritime Day 
31 May - 1 June in Burgas, Bulgaria 

North Sea Region Conference
14 June in Østfold, Norway  
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