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MSP events in 2018
REGISTRATION OPEN:
Workshop on MSP in Small Sea Spaces
The Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries of the European Commission is
organising a two-day workshop on 15-16 March
2018 in Portorož, Slovenia Participants will
discuss how to apply maritime spatial planning
(MSP) in small sea spaces. Specific challenges
emerge in small sea areas, whether they fall
under national competence or they are part of a
multi-scale, nested approach. Both cases present
real challenges: high concentration of uses,
intense land-sea interactions, limited availability
of free space and the need for transboundary
cooperation (among countries and among regions
within a country). Read more..
REGISTRATION OPEN
BaltSPACE Final Conference
The project conference “Reaching across sea
spaces – Results on MSP from the BONUS
BALTSPACE project" will take place on 7 March
2018, from 15:00-17:00 at the European
Parliament in Brussels, Belgium. The project
partnership will present findings with particular
focus on stakeholder and cross-border
integration. Participants will discuss challenges,
opportunities and solutions for MSP. This event
is hosted by MEP Gesine Meißner, the President
of the Intergroup on Seas, Rivers, Islands and
Coastal Areas. Read more..
Tutorial published for tool to assess socioeconomic benefits MSP
A tool has been developed to assist planners
with assessing the socio-economic benefits
related to MSP: the Spatial Economic Benefit
Analysis tool. The tool may be used to explain
different priority weighing of sectors between
countries. A YouTube tutorial has been
published on how to use the tool. Read more..

News from MSP projects
BalticLINes MSP Shipping Workshop
BalticLINes organised an international shipping
sector stakeholder meeting and interactive
simulation “Shaping the Future of Shipping in the
Baltic Sea”. The meeting took place on January 24 –
25, 2018 in Riga, Latvia. Shipping sector
stakeholders engaged with the MSP Challenge
2050 which visualised the proposed scenarios for
the Baltic shipping sector. Read more..
Paddle project
The tropical Atlantic is a shared ocean which links
developed, emerging and developing countries.
Through its study regions, the PADDLE project will
focus on the specificities of MSP for tropical oceans.
The project aims to develop a more inclusive
community across the tropical Atlantic, joining
researches about MSP in Brazil, West Africa and
Europe, and to explore alternative options to ensure
that new models of production and ocean
governance explicitly include local communities and
do not shift wealth away from them. PADDLE brings
together internationally renowned researchers and
actors from countries bordering the tropical Atlantic
and from the EU, to create a network and a
collaborative platform, which will build theory and
methods for pertinent MSP in tropical areas. The
project is organising a workshop on community
knowledge and MSP on 5-7 February in Cape
Verde. Read more..
Basmati website launch and PhD courses
The BONUS Basmati project has launched its
website and will organise two PhD courses during
its three-year project period. The impact of the
project will be facilitated and assessed in
transnational case studies, where integrated
solutions are required. The local scale will consist of

Presentations available from
Cumulative Impact Tools Expert Roundtable
The EU MSP Platform organised an expert
roundtable on cumulative impact tools on 18
January in Venice, Italy, bringing
together experts and tool developers to discuss
development of these tools and how to integrate
them in MSP. Cumulative impact tools are of
particular interest for implementing the
ecosystem-based approach in MSP, in
accordance with the EU MSP Directive. The
presentations are now available online and a
conference report will be published soon. Read
more..

case study areas in the Fehmarn Belt and the Gulf
of Riga, and across the region, a pan-Baltic case
study will be performed. The first PhD course on
spatial decision-support systems will be arranged
together by Aalborg University and IOW in 2018,
and the second course on MSP will be arranged by
Turku University in 2019. The contents of the
courses will be generic scientifically, and thus
attractive to a broader audience within MSP and
spatial decision-support systems, but the examples
and experiences will be based on the Baltic Sea
Region.
Work done and planned under the Basmati project
was also presented at the Cumulative Impacts Tools
Workshop, specifically the Baltic Explorer decisionsupport tool. The presentation is available here.
Read more..
Plan4Blue Scenarios workshop

MSP funding opportunities
Interreg North West Europe Call launched on
Renewable Energy
Interreg North West Europe will launch a targeted
call on renewable energy to support projects that
contribute to increasing the share of renewable
energy supply and demand in North-West Europe,
including offshore renewable energy technologies.
The Programme is particularly looking for projects
that deal with demonstration, implementation and
roll-out, and contribute to a low carbon objective.
Interreg NWE targets applicants from all or parts
of 8 participating countries, including 7 EU
Member States (Belgium, France, Germany,
Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and the
United Kingdom) and the non-Member State
Switzerland. A wide range of bodies are entitled to
take part in NWE project partnerships including
national, regional and local authorities,
universities, R&D agencies, non-profit
organisations as well as private partners, including
profit-making partners (e.g. SMEs). Projects
should bring together partners from at least three
different countries of which two must be from
within the NWE area. Deadline for applications is
31 July 2018. Read more..

Country information

Plan4Blue organised a scenarios workshop on blue
economy sectors in the Gulf of Finland and
Archipelago Sea areas. The focus was on energy,
maritime tourism, culture and services for leisure
activities as well as blue bioeconomy and subsea
resources. Mapping exercises on sea-uses for the
year 2050 resulted in initial hotspot areas for the blue
economy. Analysis of the scenarios will lead to the
next project phase– recognizing the most relevant
cross-border MSP issues, as well as implications and
approaches for the project area. Project activities will
inform the official MSP processes in Estonia and
Finland. A report has been published and can be read
here. Read more..
SIMNORAT Stakeholder Conference
The conference took place on 19 December and was
organized by the French Hydrographic Service
SHOM, and hosted by the municipality of Guéthary
(France). It aimed to communicate the progress and
outputs of the project partnership activities while
providing an opportunity to exchange knowledge and
experiences from France, Spain and Portugal. The
meeting addressed a multiplicity of issues (i/e.
decision - making tools and maritime spatial
management tools to manage coastal risks,
submersion and coastal erosion, marine protected
areas) and payed special attention to the case of the
Bay of Biscay waters shared by France and Spain. A
report of the conference and the presentations from
speakers are available here. Read more..

MSP-relevant publications

UK Country Information Profile published

Conference report published #MSP2017Paris

The UK Country Information Profile has been
published on the EU MSP Platform website and
contains information about the MSP processes in
the UK, England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland. Read more..

The report of the 2nd International Conference on
Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning, jointly organized
by the European Commission – Directorate General
for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries and the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of
UNESCO last year in Paris, is now available online.
The conference report includes a session on the
Joint Roadmap to accelerate
Maritime/Marine Spatial Planning processes
worldwide, which was adopted at the end of the
conference by DG MARE and UNESCO IOC. In
addition to the report, videos of the sessions are
also available on YouTube. Read more..

UK England Stakeholder workshops
The Marine Management Organisation are
organising a series of events across England to
engage on the draft visions and options for marine
planning in the north east, north west, south east
and south west marine regions. The workshops
will provide stakeholders with the opportunity to
check progress towards the development of the
marine region plans and will focus on draft visions,
draft options to address issues in each marine
plan area, and next steps for marine planning.
Read more..
Consultation on Draft National Marine Plan Still
Open
The Welsh Government’s public consultation on
the first Draft National Marine Plan for Wales is still
open. Stakeholders are invited to provide
comments by 29 March. A conference will be
organised on 20 February. Read more..

Exclusion & non-participation in MSP
An academic paper has been developed by Wesley
Flannery, Noel Healy and Marcos Luna, on the topic
of participation and stakeholder engagement in
MSP. The paper is titled 'Exclusion and nonparticipation in Marine Spatial Planning'. A pre-print
version of the paper is available via this link and the
full paper is published in Marine Policy, Volume 88
of February 2018 Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as
well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive the
next one as well.

MSP events in 2018
PADDLE Workshop “Community Knowledge and Marine Spatial Planning
5-7 February in Mindelo, Cape Verde
Grid meets Renewables
20 February in Brussels, Belgium
The Ocean in a +2°C world - An analytical perspective
22 February in Stockholm, Sweden
European Parliament Event on Accelerating Blue Growth through Knowledge Transfer
22 February in Brussels, Belgium
Reaching across sea spaces – Results on MSP from the BONUS BALTSPACE project
7 March in Brussels, Belgium
14th Meeting of the Member States Expert Group on MSP
14-15 March in Portorož, Slovenia
Workshop on MSP in Small Sea Spaces
15-16 March in Portorož, Slovenia
VLIZ Marine Science Day
21 March in Bredene, Belgium
Workshop on co-existence and synergies in MSP
4-6 April in Edinburgh, Scotland
3rd EUSAIR Forum
24-25 May in Catania, Italy
European Maritime Day

31 May - 1 June in Burgas, Bulgaria
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