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☃✿❀ The EU MSP Platform wishes you a merry christmas and a joyous 2018! ❀✿☃

MSP events in 2017
SIMNORAT Stakeholder Conference
SIMNORAT is organising a stakeholder
conference on 19 December 2017 in Guéthary,
France. The aim is to communicate the progress
and outputs of the project partnership activities
while providing an opportunity to exchange
knowledge and experiences from France, Spain
and Portugal.
Read more..
HELCOM-VASAB MSP Working Group
Meeting Outputs
Several outputs are now available from the
HELCOM-VASAB meeting that took place on 7-8
November, including a background document on
'green infrastructures & blue corridor maps linking
MSP and MPAs', the new pan-BalticSCOPE
project, BaltSPACE, as well as BalticSCOPE.
Read more..
Union for the Mediterranean Blue Economy
Regional Stakeholder Conference Naples
Over 300 participants discussed opportunities
and challenges for the Mediterranean blue
economy. An informal Ministerial Meeting of the
western Mediterranean countries officially
launched the Initiative for the sustainable
development of the blue economy in the western
Mediterranean. Read more..

MSP events in 2018

Workshop on Synergies in MSP
The WG on Marine Planning and Coastal Zone
Management of ICES is organising a workshop

News from MSP projects
MARSPLAN-BS Final Conference
The MARSPLAN-BS project is organising its final
conference on 11 January 2018 in Bucharest,
Romania. The project aims to improve and
strengthen the cross-border cooperation between
Bulgaria and Romania and to support the
implementation of the EU Directive for MSP in the
Black Sea Basin. The closing conference has the
aim to present project results and to share them with
all Black Sea country representatives as well as all
interested EU Member States and other interested
parties. The agenda for the conference is now
available online, as well as a presentation explaining
the project in more depth. Read more..
New MSP Education Initiative
The Erasmus+ Strategic Partnership for MSP is
aiming towards the development of a European
higher education landscape in the emerging field of
marine or maritime spatial planning. The partnership
is a joint collaboration between the Universities of
Oldenburg, Liverpool, Nantes, and the Leibniz
Institute for Baltic Sea Research and the University
of Applied Science Breda. The partnership aims to
develop various outputs including an online MSP
Arena, multiplier events, lecturing, an MSP
roadshow and an MSP course module. The
partnership has launched a brief survey, which can
be accessed here. Read more..

on Co-existence and Synergies in MSP, together
with MUSES and Marine Scotland. The
registration deadline is 15 February and the
workshop will be in Edinburgh from 4-6 April
2018. Read more..
Cumulative Impact Tools Workshop
On 18 January 2018, a roundtable will be
organised in Venice, Italy on the topic of
cumulative impact tools, bringing together experts
and tool developers, with specific focus on the
role of such tools in applying an ecosystembased approach in MSP. Read more..

MSP funding opportunities
Copernicus Marine Service User Call
The second Copernicus Marine Service User
Uptake Open Call has been launched. The aim of
this new call involves promoting demonstrations of
coastal, operational Copernicus Marine
Environment Monitoring Services (CMEMS) and
developing the elements needed for the
implementation of these services. In the frame of
the User Uptake program, MERCATOR OCEAN
aims to enhance the usefulness and use of
CMEMS information, to reinforce user loyalty and
to attract new users. The service uses information
from both satellite and in situ observations
providing state-of-the-art analyses and forecasts
allowing for systematic core reference information
about the state of Europe's marine environment.
Read more..
ESPON Call on MSP and LSI
The ESPON 2020 Programme has launched a
Call on MSP and land-sea interactions. The
service contract resulting from this call for tenders
concerns an action which shall contribute to
evidence-based, coherent and transparent
decision making in EU Member States considering
land-sea interactions in the development of
national maritime spatial plans. It shall develop a
methodology to explore land-sea links, including
the coastal interface. The main outcome should be
socio-economic data and information relevant for
MSP and land-sea interaction, as well as a
methodology to explore the land-sea interactions
on a sea basin scale (including the coastal
interface). Read more..

SIMCelt Final Conference Outputs
Presentations are now available from the SIMCelt
final conference. The results of the project were
shared and key issues in transboundary working on
the MSP Directive were discussed. The conference
featured insights on data management, stakeholder
engagement, cross-border working, the ecosystem
approach, cumulative impacts, as well as evaluation
and other topics. The presentations can be
accessed here. Read more..

MSP practices
New Marxan + Environmental Accounting
Practice
The new practice 'Environmental accounting as a
tool for planning conservation measures and
sustainable uses of marine ecosystems' shows the
importance of integrating environmental accounting
with conservation planning to support effective
strategies for ecological protection and sustainable
management of human activities. The practice
presents the assessment of the biophysical and
non-market monetary value of natural capital of the
Egadi Islands MPA (South Italy). By using Marxan
software, the results of the environmental
accounting were integrated with spatial data on
main human uses to identify key areas for natural
capital conservation. For this integration, two
different scenarios were considered, with and
without accounting for human uses in the EI-MPA.
The comparison between the scenarios highlighted
the importance of taking into account human
activities in MSP, allowing the identification of key
areas for natural capital conservation. Read more..
BaltSPACE Project Tool
The BaltSPACE project has developed a Spatial
Economic Benefit Analysis. The tool aims to
contribute to a better understanding of socioeconomic consequences of MSP and in providing
MSP practitioners with a tool that helps them to
make sound decisions. More specifically, the tool is
developed to identify and map the spatial
distribution of benefits associated with a given set of
maritime uses. Read more..

Country information
Ireland's MSP Roadmap
Irish Ministers published a roadmap for Ireland's
first maritime spatial plan. The MSP for Ireland will
be developed over the next 3 years and will
provide a coherent framework in which specific
sectoral policies and objectives can be realised.
The roadmap is intended to become a decisionmaking tool for regulatory authorities and policy
makers, supporting decisions on individual
consent applications with regard to planning
decisions. It is also intended to form a key input to
the development of future sectoral policies, similar
to role of the National Planning Framework,
Ireland2040, in terms of terrestrial sectoral policy
development. Read more..
Welsh National Marine Plan open for
consultation
The Welsh Government has published the Draft
Welsh National Marine Plan. The plan will be the
first for the Welsh Seas, covering the inshore and
offshore marine plan areas for which the Welsh
ministers have authority. The plan introduces a
framework to support sustainable decision-making
for the seas, setting out the Welsh Governments'
vision and strategic objectives. Both general and
sector specific policies are presented.
Consultation will run until 29 March 2018.
Stakeholders are encouraged to provide feedback
via the consultation document which can be
accessed here. Read more
Belgian MSP Revision Process
In the spring of 2017, the review process of the
Belgian maritime spatial plan for the period 2002 2026 kicked off with an informal consultation. The
received reactions have now been transformed
into a first draft of the plan and the revision
process is currently entering into its formal phase.
The Belgian State Secretary for the Prevention of
Social Security Fraud, the Protection of Privacy
and the North Sea invites all stakeholders to take
part in the formal consultation process that will
kick-off in the beginning of 2018. Read more..

MSP-relevant publications
NEW MSP LIBRARY
The EU MSP Platform website now features an
MSP Library page on which many key documents of
relevance for MSP are included. Read more..
NEW MSP GLOSSARY
An MSP Glossary page has also been added to the
website, featuring key MSP concepts and their
going definitions, including the corresponding
references. Read more..
Guidelines for Marine Aggregate Extraction
A good practice guideline report has been produced
by the British Marine Aggregate Producers
Association, the representative body for the marine
aggregate sector, and The Crown Estate. The
report entitled “Good Practice Guidance: Extraction
by Dredging of Aggregates from England’s Seabed”
aims to support the industry with carrying out marine
aggregate extraction in a sustainable manner. Of
particular interest to maritime spatial planners is a
chapter on Mineral Planning Policy, as well as other
Planning Provisions. Read more..
Input Paper Knowledge of the Seas Network
workshop on maritime cooperation
Interact's Knowledge of the Sea Network organised
a workshop on maritime cooperation from 21-22
November, bringing EU funding programmes
supporting maritime cooperation across borders,
together with a wide range of maritime experts and
stakeholders. An input paper to guide the
discussions was prepared as an unofficial collection
of 'food for thought' to form part of Interact's
discussions with Interreg's Managing Authorities.
Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter as
well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive the

next one as well.

MSP events in 2018
SIMNORAT stakeholder meeting
19 December 2017 in Guéthary, France
SEARICA 'Which next steps for OurOcean?'
10 January in Brussels, Belgium
MARSPLAN Final Conference
11 January in Bucharest, Romania
25th Coastal Futures Conference
17-18 January in London, UK
COLUMBUS Blue Society Knowledge Transfer Conference
23-24 January in Brussels, Belgium
Grid meets Renewables
20 February in Brussels, Belgium
The Ocean in a +2°C world - An analytical perspective
22 February in Stockholm, Sweden
20th International Conference on Marine Conservation
15-16 March in London, UK
VLIZ Marine Science Day
21 March in Bredene, Belgium
Workshop on co-existence and synergies in MSP
4-6 April in Edinburgh, Scotland
European Maritime Day
31 May - 1 June in Burgas, Bulgaria
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