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Newsletter #7 2017

MSP events in 2017
An updated programme has been published for
the DG MARE conference on MSP for Blue
Growth - How to plan for a sustainable Blue
Economy taking place on 11-12 October in
Brussels, Belgium. Registration has now closed.
A conference paper will be distributed among
participants next week. Read more...
A report has been published on the MSP and
Land-Sea Interactions conference that took place
in St. Julian's, Malta on 15 and 16 June. The
report summarizes the key conclusions, builds on
the land-sea interactions framework that was
published prior to the conference and includes
summaries of the presentations. Read more...
The Our Ocean Conference taking place on 5 and
6 October will focus on marine pollution and
protection, security at sea, building the sustainable
ocean economy, as well as sustainable fisheries
and climate-related impacts on the ocean. Read
more..
The MSP session at the 2nd SUBMARINER
conference was well attended and saw
contributions on underwater cultural heritage,
BalticLINes, Plan4Blue and ICZM. Presentations
and conference proceedings to be made available
end of October. Read more..
Registration is still open for the 4th Atlantic Action
(AAP) Stakeholder Platform Conference taking
place on 8 November. The ASPC2017 will address
topics such as environmental improvements to
coastal communities, workforce development for
blue skills and recreation and tourism projects.
Read more..

News from MSP projects
The BONUS BASMATI project (Baltic Sea MSP for
sustainable ecosystem services) kicked off on 1
July 2017 and will run for four years. The objective
is to develop integrated and innovative solutions
for MSP from the local to the Baltic Sea Region
scale through a decision-support tool building on
interactive information technology, and aiming at
informing multi-level governance systems for the
management of an ecologically and socioeconomically sound network of MPAs in the Baltic
Sea. Read more..
PROMOTioN (PROgress on Meshed HVDC
Offshore Transmission Networks) is a project
focusing on a renewable energy grid in the Atlantic
Ocean and North Sea. A high level of cooperation
between Member States is crucial for a fast and
optimal deployment of offshore renewable
energies and related grid infrastructure. The
project is funded by the EU Horizon 2020 project
and will run until December 2019. Read more..
The Ritmare project, with the support of the
Adriplan and Supreme projects applied Marxan
(one of the most widely used decision support
software programmes for conservation planning)
to the Adriatic-Ionian Region for biodiversity
conservation and to the subarea of the Italian
Emilia Romagna Region. A specific focus was
directed at achieving the goals of sustainable
development of aquaculture activities and
biodiversity conservation. Read more..

MSP funding opportunities
Interreg 'Two Seas' Call 5 is open until 27 October.
The aim is to develop an innovative, knowledge
and research based, sustainable and inclusive 2
Seas area, where natural resources are protected
and the green economy promoted. Eligible
countries: UK, France, Belgium & the Netherlands.
Read more..
New Calls for Proposals will be open under the
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund to foster
blue growth across Europe. An information day will
be organised on 9 November 2017 and
registration has been opened. Experts will be
present to answer questions, as well as
Commissioner for Environment & Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries, Karmenu Vella. Read more..
Through the National Operational Programme
"Research and Innovation" 2014-2020, Italy
contributes to the implementation of the EU
Cohesion Policy in favour of disadvantaged
geographical areas, including so Basilicata,
Campania, Calabria, Apulia, Sicily and the regions
in transition: Abruzzo, Molise and Sardinia. The
programme finances projects related to blue
growth, including innovative technologies and
materials for energy production, aquaculture,
seabed mining, blue biotechnologies as well as
monitoring and security control systems for
navigation. The first call for proposal is open
between 27 July and 9 November 2017. Read
more..

Country information

MSP practices
MARISCA (MSP for the protection and
conservation of the biodiversity in the Aegean
Sea) produced a practice on alternative scenarios
for MSP. Data and maps were used in designing a
possible network of MPAs and a spatial
arrangement of the most important maritime
activities taking place in the Aegean Sea. Read
more..
Decision-support tools for MSP is a new practice
featured on the EU MSP Platform. Many decisions
need to be made during the course of an MSP
process, but although the use of decision-support
tools can help planners make decisions in a more
systematic and objective way, their use is not
widespread. Following an analysis of their main
shortcomings and taking into account the
demands of the different stages of MSP
processes, new functionalities are proposed to
improve the applicability of decision-support tools
in the future. Read more..

The Welsh Government has published a Natural
Resources Policy under the Environment Act,
setting out three key priorities: delivering nature
based solutions, increasing renewable energy and
resource efficiency and taking a place-based
approach. The policy highlights the role of the
Welsh National Marine Plan in guiding the
sustainable use of marine natural resources. The
Natural Resources Policy, land use planning and
marine planning will complement each other in
supporting sustainable management of natural
resources across the land sea interface (applying
the principles of Integrated Coastal Zone
Management). Read more..
Marine Scotland, in partnership with Scottish
Natural Heritage and the Joint Nature
Conservation Committee, has developed a
Scottish Marine Protected Area monitoring
strategy. This will ensure the necessary
information is collected from the Scottish MPA
network to underpin assessment and reporting
obligations.
The strategy will encourage collaborations
between marine stakeholders and coastal
communities. It is supported by a new three-year
project funded by the European Maritime Fisheries
Fund which will offer opportunities for fishermen to
gather monitoring data, which will improve the
Scottish Government’s understanding of marine
habitats and the effectiveness of MPA
management measures. Read more..

MSP-relevant publications
The UK Government Office for Science has
published a series of evidence reviews on the
‘Future of the Seas’. These Foresight projects aim
to provide robust evidence to policy-makers to
help produce policies that are more resilient to the
future. Reviews include topics such as health and
wellbeing of coastal communities, trends in the
transport of goods by sea, ocean acidification,
biological responses to ocean warming, plastic
pollution, implications from opening Arctic Sea
routes and trends in aquaculture. These research
and analysis reports cover a variety of sectors and
would be of interest to those involved in MSP,
marine conservation, EBM and blue growth. Read
more..
A preliminary study has been published with the
objective of raising awareness and triggering
discussion about the potential benefits of a Marine
Cadastre in Europe’s Blue Economy. In the
context of the implementation of the MSP
Directive, more information systems
will be developed in the Member States and the
need for authoritative data is expected to increase.
Read more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter
as well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive
the next one as well.

MSP events in 2017
'Our Ocean Conference'
5 - 6 October in Valletta, Malta
Maritime Cyprus 2017 Conference Shipping: Yesterday's World, Tomorrow's Today
8 - 11 October in Limassol, Cyprus

MPAs and recreational fisheries: Sustainable management and benefits
9 October in Brussels, Belgium
OECD Workshop - Innovation for a sustainable ocean economy
10 October in Naples, Italy
Conference on MSP for Blue Growth - 'How to plan for a sustainable maritime economy?'
11 - 12 October in Brussels, Belgium
Beyond 2020: Supporting Europe's Coastal Communities
12 - 13 October in Tallinn, Estonia
Conference on Ocean Observation Systems
24 October in Capri, Itlaly
2nd JPI Oceans Conference
26 October in Lisbon, Portugal
13th International MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering, Management &
Conservation
31 October - 4 November in Mellieha, Malta
HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG meeting
7 November in Warsaw, Poland
4th Atlantic Stakeholder Platform conference
8 November in Glasgow, Scotland
SIMCelt Closing Conference
28 - 29 November in Liverpool, United Kingdom
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