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MSP events in 2017
The two-day DG MARE MSP Conference on
Addressing Land-Sea Interactions took place on
15 and 16 June in St. Julian's, Malta. Over 70
participants, including many national experts and
MSP practitioners, exchanged experiences and
knowledge during three interactive sessions
focusing on key LSI issues. The presentations can
be downloaded here, and the photos taken during
the course of the two days are now available here.
You are also invited to take a look at the
conference programme (including the speakers’
bio), the participants list and the conference
briefing paper. A conference summary report will
follow shortly, including the reports of the
interactive sessions.
SAVE THE DATE for the MSP Conference on
Blue Growth - How to plan for a sustainable
economy which will take place on 11-12 October in
Brussels, Belgium. The conference is aimed at
both MSP practitioners, authorities as well as
industry representatives and will be attended by
Mr. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. The
two-day conference offers an opportunity to share
best practices on how MSP can lead to certainty
and sustainability of the Blue Economy and to
discuss approaches and experiences of crosssector integration.
An expert roundtable will be organised on 3 July in
Berlin on socio-economic aspects of MSP. The aim
is to exchange information about on-going
research, to get a better understanding of the role
of socio-economic input for MSP, to explore which
methods can be taken up by other MSP projecs
and processes, and to specifically look into which
actions can be taken to improve the take-up of

News from MSP projects
The Plan4Blue project has organised its first
workshop “Scenarios for Blue Economy” in
Helsinki, 15th-16th of June, 2017. It was the first of
four stakeholder workshops, focusing on future
scenarios of blue economy in the project area.
They have also published their first newsletter, and
launched a survey aimed at defining key actors
and networks of MSP in the Gulf of Finland and
Archipelago Sea.
The NorthSEE project met in Gothenburg,
Sweden. Partners discussed future trends in
offshore energy development that may have an
impact on the use of marine space, and carried
out an assessment of ship traffic in relation to
areas designated for shipping as well as offshore
energy.
Registration is now open for the SIMCelt closing
conference on 28-29 November. The results of the
project will be shared and key issues in
transboundary working on the MSP Directive will
be addressed. The conference will feature insights
on data management, stakeholder engagement,
cross-border working, ecosystems approach,
cumulative impacts, evaluation and much more.
Three new projects fostering sustainable
development of the Baltic Sea ecosystem and
funded by the 'BONUS Call 2015: Blue Baltic', the
joint Baltic Sea research and development
programme, start their implementation 1 July. The
BASMATI project will seek improved maritime
spatial planning related to marine and coastal
ecosystem services and marine protected areas
through integrated and innovative solutions that
are to be developed in support of regional
management action of the fragile Baltic Sea.

socio-economic aspects into MSP.
Also SAVE THE DATE for the 'Submariner
conference - Better off Blue' taking place on 27-28
September in Berlin, Germany. During two days,
synergies will be created and active cooperation
will be stimulated to unite the actors working for
progress towards a blue bio-economy and biobased society in the BSR.
The conference report is now available as an
output of the United Nations Conference on
SDG14 that took place in New York from 5 to 9
June. The report provides an overview of the
resolutions adopted and summaries of the
partnership dialoques, which addressed marine
pollution, the conservation of marine and coastal
ecosystems, minimizing ocean acidification,
sustainable fisheries, small island developing
States, and increasing scientific knowledge.
MUSES organised its first stakeholder workshop in
Poole on 17 May with 22 representatives from all
over Europe attending. Stakeholders provided
their feedback on the project, such as their
opinions on potential multi-use scenarios,
including the drivers, added value, barriers and
impacts of multi-use, as well as validating the work
undertaken for the project so far.
The Council of the European Union has
announced the European Maritime Day (EMD)
host cities for the period 2020-2024:
Burgas, Bulgaria (2018)
Lisbon, Portugal (2019)
Cork, Ireland (2020)
Den Helder, Netherlands (2021)
Ravenna, Italy (2022)
Brest, France (2023)
Svendborg, Denmark (2024)

The European Commission launched a new
initiative for the sustainable development of the
blue economy in the western Mediterranean
region last 19 April. The region covers economic
hubs like Barcelona, Marseille, Naples and Tunis.
It also includes tourist destinations like the
Balearic Islands, Sicily and Corsica.
The sea’s biodiversity is under severe pressure
with a recent report by scientists from the Joint
Research Centre indicating that 50% has been
lost in the last 50 years. In addition to this are
recent security and safety concerns from the
increase in migration from the South to the North.
This initiative will allow EU and neighbouring
countries to work together to increase maritime
safety and security, promote sustainable blue
growth and jobs, and preserve ecosystems and
biodiversity.
The initiative is the fruit of years of dialogue
between ten countries of the Western
Mediterranean region who willing to work together
on these shared interests for the region: five EU
Member States (France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and
Malta), and five Southern partner countries
(Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia).
It follows up on the Ministerial Declaration on Blue
Economy endorsed by the Union for the
Mediterranean on 17 November 2015.
In the context of this Initiative, and under its third
goal on achieving a better governance of the sea,
the first sub-objective deals with Spatial Planning,
indicating that consistency will be sought in the
implementation of the MSP and the MSFD
Directive and the ICZM protocol, and so setting up
an important framework for potential regional
cooperation on MSP.

MSP funding opportunities
Call 4 of the INTERREG North Sea Region
Programme will open for Expressions of Interest
from 30 June to 28 August. Succesful applicants
will be able to submit a full application at the end
of the year to Call 5. There are four programme
priority themes: Thinking Growth; Eco-innovation;
Sustainable North Sea Region; and Green
Transport and Mobility. The Programme is open to
Norway, Denmark, UK, Belgium, Germany,
Netherlands and Sweden.
The deadline for the INTERREG Italy-Croatia
programme has been extended to the 4th of July
for standard projects. The objective is to increase
the prosperity and the blue growth potential of the

MSP practices
The AdriPlan conflict score tool practice
description has been updated to include the latest
developments within the Ritmare project, such as
the level of conflict between different maritime
uses. The Cumulative Impact Tool and the Data
Portal were also updated and now feature
additional functionalities.

area. The four priority axes of the programme
include blue innovation, safety and resilience,
environment and cultural heritage and maritime
transport. Synergies with the EUSAIR Strategy are
highly recommended, as MSP and ICM are seen
as relevant tools for ecosystem and biodiversity
conservation.

Several practice descriptions have been added to
the Practices database as a follow-up to the
BalticSCOPE project outputs. These include
Recommendations on MSP, a detailed description
of how Latvia addresses the ecosystem-based
approach in MSP, as well as an innovative
checklist toolbox on how to ensure that the
ecosystem-based approach is addressed
coherently and efficiently in national MSP
processes.

Country information
The first informal consultation period for the
Belgian MSP revision process has now closed.
Close to 40 contributions have been received by
the federal Secretary of State for North Sea. There
was a wide variety of contributors, including public
authorities, interest groups, private companies,
NGOs and citizens. The contributions are now
being evaluated and a pre-draft of the new MSP is
being prepared. Focused consultations with key
players within the marine spatial planning process,
including neighbouring countries, will be part of
this on-going informal process. You can view an
English summary of the current maritime spatial
plan here.
In Cyprus, the Department of Merchant Shipping
of the Ministry of Transport, Communications and
Works, submitted the draft version of the MSP
national law to the House of Parliament on the 2nd
of May 2017, for its examination and approval.
The Working Group on MSP (which includes
ICZM) has finished stock-taking by collecting all
available data regarding the activities which take
place at sea or on the coast (within 1km from the
shore), data cover 55 activities or parameters. The
next step is a compatibility analysis, which will be
performed by a soon to be established National
Committee on MSP.
In France, the transposition process of the MSP
Directive was completed in May 2017 with the
approval of an ad hoc implementing decree. The
decree follows the entry into force of the ‘Law on
the recovery of biodiversity’ of August 2016. It
stipulates that MSP and MSFD shall be integrated
in strategic documents dedicated to four specific
French coastal-sea areas. Each area will define
the objectives of integrated management of the
sea and coastline areas in accordance with the
principles and guidelines set by the National
Strategy for the sea and the coastline approved in
February 2017.

MSP-relevant publications
The Study on best practice for cross-border
collaboration in MSP, published by the European
Commission, draws from a number of international
case studies and elaborates recommendations to
support the international promotion and exchange
of MSP. The EU MSP Platform features a practice
description on good practices in support of crossborder collaboration in MSP, as well as a practice
on the lessons learned from the four case studies
researched in the study.
The Global Ocean Science Report (GOSR)
assesses for the first time the status and trends in
ocean science capacity around the world. The
report offers a global record of who, how, and
where ocean science is conducted: generating
knowledge, helping to protect ocean health, and
empowering society to support sustainable ocean
management in the framework of the United
Nations Agenda 2030.
The JPI Microplastics project has published a
report on their first year of activities and four
executive summaries are available, including:
baselines and standards for microplastics
analyses; ecotoxicological effects of microplastics;
direct and indirect ecotoxicological impacts of
microplastics on marine organisms; and how

microplastic weathering changes its transport, fate
and toxicity in the marine environment.

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter
as well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive
the next one as well.

MSP events in 2017
North Sea Conference: 'Sustainable Growth Corridors for the Region'
29 - 30 June in Gottingen, Germany
Our Ocean Wealth Summit
30 June in Galway, Ireland
9th MARE Conference People and the Sea: Dealing with Maritime Mobilities
5 – 7 July in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
A New Era of Blue Enlightenment
12 – 14 July in Lisbon, Portugal
EMODnet Checkpoint Methods Workshop
12 - 13 September in Brussels, Belgium
Black Sea Stakeholder conference on Blue Economy
15 September in Batumi, Georgia
Submariner Blue Bioeconomy conference Berlin, Germany
27-28 September in Berlin, Germany
'Our Ocean Conference'
5 - 6 October in Valletta, Malta
Maritime Cyprus 2017 Conference Shipping: Yesterday's World, Tomorrow's Today
8 - 11 October in Lemesos, Cyprus
Conference on MSP for Blue Growth - How to plan for sustainable maritime economies
11 - 12 October in Brussels, Belgium
Beyond 2020: Supporting Europe's Coastal Communities
12 - 13 October in Tallinn, Estonia
13th International MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering, Management &
Conservation
31 October - 4 November in Mellieha, Malta
4th Atlantic Stakeholder Platform conference
8 November in Glasgow, Scotland
SIMCelt Closing Conference
28 - 29 November in Liverpool, United Kingdom
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