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Newsletter #4 2017

News from MSP projects
MSP events in 2017
REGISTER NOW for the "Maritime Spatial
Planning Conference - Addressing Land-Sea
Interactions" organised by DG MARE on 15-16
June in St. Julian's, Malta. There are still limited
places available.
The 10th European Maritime Day was successfully
organised on 18-19 May 2017 in Poole. Over 600
participants attended the conference, which
included plenary sessions, stakeholder
workshops, exhibitions and project presentations.
Read more...
Travel to Malta in June to learn more about the
Copernicus Marine Environment Monitoring
Service, which provides regular and systematic
reference information on the physical state,
variability and dynamics of the ocean and marine
ecosystems for the global ocean and the
European regional seas.
The United Nations Conference on SDG14 is
coming up soon: from 5 to 9 June. A side event is
taking place on 9 June on international MSP. You
can view a panel discussion on why this
conference is happening now and what the
expected outputs are, here. There is still time to
submit voluntary commitments to further the
implementation of SDG14. Read more..
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39 new projects have been selected for funding in
the second INTERREG Baltic Sea Region
Programme 2014-2020. Among the new projects
focusing on innovation, natural resources and
transport, is BalticRIM, which aims to develop
maps and tools on how Underwater and Maritime
Cultural Heritage interests can be better
coordinated with other uses and how they can be
better taken on board in MSP.
The INTERREG Adriatic-Ionian Programme 20142020 approved under conditions 35 projects,
which have passed the quality assessment of the
first Call for Proposals. The selected projects shall
be now subject to further checks before the final
approval. Read more..
In the Eastern Mediterranean, a project was
recently funded by the Slovenian Research
Agency and the Ministry for Environment and
Spatial Planning. The project will elaborate a
methodology for MSP in Slovenia, promoting the
sustainable use of marine resources and growth of
the maritime economy.
“MSP–in a nutshell” is a short film that explains
MSP in an easy to understand way. It is suitable
for many stakeholders, such as local communities,
planners and policy-makers. It is financed by the
German Federal Ministry BMUB.

MSP funding opportunities
EASME has launched a Call for Proposals on the
'Implementation of the Common Information
Sharing Environment (CISE) for the EU maritime
domain'. The general objective is to support
EU/EEA Member States' maritime authorities in
enhancing the interoperability of their national IT
systems to allow for more efficient information
exchange at national level and across borders.
Deadline 16 June 2017. Read more..
LIFE has opened a Call for Proposals for its Action
Grants. Subjects include climate change mitigation
/ adaptation, climate governance and information
and Nature and Biodiversity. Member States can
contact their National Contact Points for support
with their applications. Deadline 20 September
2017. Read more..
Increased funding has been announced for
cutting-edge marine research in Ireland. Read
more..

MSP practices
The Polish practice 'Permission system for
exploration and sustainable use of UCH' is
relevant on an EU-wide scale as it explores the
relation between underwater cultural heritage and
MSP/ underwater tourism.
The practice Consenting Processes for Ocean
Energy on OES Member Countries presents the
regulatory and legal situation for offshore licensing
processes in several European countries,
including aspects such as stakeholder consultation
and Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs).
To improve the discussions on land-sea
interactions in the development phase of the
Dutch North Sea Policy Agenda, several
authorities and organisations have developed
short films, which you can view here (with English
subtitles available).

Country information

MSP-relevant publications

In France, the MSP decree has received
ministerial backing on 5 May 2017. The first phase
of planning is expected to conclude in July 2018,
including the mapping of activities and defining the
strategic objectives of the action plans and
indicators.

The European Commission has published a
Decision on good environmental status of marine
waters, adopted on 17 May 2017. It contains a
number of criteria and methodological standards
for determining good environmental status, in
relation to the 11 descriptors of good
environmental status laid down in Annex I of the
Marine Stragegy Framework Directive. Read
more..

The formal transposition process of the MSP
Directive 2014/89/EC has been concluded in
Spain with the adoption of the Royal Decree on 8
April 2017. A working group has been established
bringing together different ministries.
The EU MSP Platform website features an
interesting table containing an overview of the
official MSP authorities in the 23 Member States,
as well as an overview of the MSP plans that are

EMODnet has published a 'good practice guide' to
promote the sharing and re-use of marine data by
businesses. Read more..
Océanides has published 'The Sea in History:
Understanding the Importance of Maritime Culture
and Economy', with contributions of more than 260
experts. It is targeted at policy makers, as well as

adopted or that are in the development process.
You can view it here.

professors and other interested parties. Read
more..

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter
as well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive
the next one as well.

MSP events in 2017
A blue economy for a sustainable development of the Mediterranean region
30 - 31 May in Marseille, France
EU Green Week High level event: Skills needs in an evolving maritime green economy
1 June in Brussels, Belgium
UN Conference on SDG 14 – Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development
5 – 9 June in New York, USA
Bluemed: meeting with national stakeholders - Italy
5 June in Rome, Italy
European Environmental Ports Conference
7 – 8 June in Antwerp, Belgium
8th Annual Forum of the EUSBSR
13 – 14 June in Berlin, Germany
Maritime Spatial Planning Conference on Land-Sea Interactions
15 - 16 June in St. Julian's, Malta
Plan4Blue workshop: Blue Economy Scenarios for MSP
15 - 16 June in Helsinki, Finland
Sea Scotland Conference
21 June in Dundee, Scotland
Copernicus Training and Information Session
26 - 27 June in Valletta, Malta
North Sea Conference: 'Sustainable Growth Corridors for the Region'
29 - 30 June in Gottingen, Germany
Our Ocean Wealth Summit
30 June in Galway, Ireland
9th MARE Conference People and the Sea: Dealing with Maritime Mobilities
5 – 7 July in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
A New Era of Blue Enlightenment
12 – 14 July in Lisbon, Portugal
'Our Ocean Conference'
5 - 6 October in Valletta, Malta
Conference on MSP for Blue Growth - How to plan for sustainable maritime economies
11 - 12 October in Brussels, Belgium
13th International MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering, Management &
Conservation
31 October - 4 November in Mellieha, Malta
4th Atlantic Stakeholder Platform conference
8 November in Glasgow, Scotland
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