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News from the EU MSP
Platform
MSP events in 2017
Registrations are now open for the "Maritime
Spatial Planning Conference - Addressing LandSea Interactions" organised by DG MARE on 15
and 16 June in St. Julian's, Malta. There are
different ways of addressing LSI in MSP, involving
different spatial scales of intervention. Some
planners choose to build on the experience of
integrated coastal management, others harmonise
terrestrial and maritime spatial plans; and others
simply plan at a scale that crosses the land-sea
border. The conference will feature both experts
and practitioners sharing their experience of
addressing LSI in the framework of MSP. The
audience will be invited to actively participate in
the discussion. You can find more information and
register here.
On 19 April the European Commission launched a
new initiative for the sustainable development of
the blue economy in the Western Mediterranean
region, strengthening cooperation between the 10
countries. One day later, the EC signed a
declaration reaffirming their political commitment
to further grow EU's sustainable blue economy.
Save the date for the international conference on
'MSP for Blue Growth - How to plan for
sustainable maritime economies' on 11 and 12
October in Brussels, Belgium.

MSP funding opportunities

The study on ‘MSP and Data – Evaluation of data
and knowledge gaps to implement MSP’ prepared
as part of the work of the MSP Platform has now
been officially published by the European
Commission. The work presents an overview of
what data and knowledge are needed by Member
States for MSP decision making, taking into
account different scales and different points in the
MSP cycle. It examines current and future MSP
data and knowledge issues from various
perspectives (i.e. from Member States, Sea
Basin(s) as well as projects and other relevant
initiatives). Among other things, the study shows
that challenges for Member States often lie in
developing second generation plans which require
more analytical information and strategic
evidence. Underlying this is the need for spatial
evaluation tools for assessment, impact and
conflict analysis purposes. The FAQ page now
also features a specific section on Data and MSP.
The EU MSP Platform features a one of a kind 48
hour Question & Answer Service, which you can
use to ask any kind of question related to MSP.
Answers come from the sea basin Focal Points
and are included into the FAQ page.
www.msp-platform.eu now also features a general
search function, to ensure that users will always
find the information they are looking for.

The Interreg funding programme CBC Italy Croatia 2014-2020 for standard projects has been
launched and the deadline is set for 19 June. The
overall objective is to increase the prosperity and
the blue growth potential of the area.
There are several on-going funding opportunities
targeting the Black Sea. One of these focuses on
the completion of the establishment of the Natura
2000 network in the marine areas, for which the
deadline is 2 May.
The first call for project proposals of the ENI CBC
“Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme
2014-2020” was also launched in April. The
objective is to promote business and
entrepreneurship within the Black Sea Basin and
to promote coordination of environmental
protection and joint reduction of marine litter. The
deadline is 31 May.
There is a new Call for Tenders out by EASME:
'Facility to promote regional dialogue and foster
Blue Growth in the Black Sea', deadline 2 June.
The purpose is to select a service provider to set
up and operate a service referred to as ‘Facility’ to
promote regional dialogue on blue growth and
foster blue economy development in the Black
Sea region, as well as to contribute to the
formulation of common maritime and research
strategic priorities for the sea basin.

MSP practices
The FAQ page has been updated to include
several entries for the maritime sectors Oil and
Gas, exploring how MSP could improve permitting
processes and how strategic planning in these
sectors could be mirrored in other sectors such as
offshore wind.
The Welsh Marine Planning Portal shows the
distribution of marine natural resources and how
the seas are used. It will also be a means to
provide feedback to the marine planning team on
the information and data provided.
Another planning tool featured on the EU MSP
Platform is the Wadden Sea Region Planning
Portal, which is an innovative application mapping
the WSR including the EEZs of the Netherlands,
Germany and Denmark. The Planning Portal has a
focus on existing and partly planned activities in
coastal and off-shore areas.
As a follow-up to the North Seas Energy Forum
that took place in March, a practice has been
added to the Practices database describing the
Political Declaration on energy cooperation
between the North Seas Countries.

Country information
The Scottish government is progressing with the
review of the National Marine Plan, which is due in
March 2018. Regionally, Clyde and Shetland
Marine Planning Partnerships have now been
formally established and can start the MSP
process. They have completed the first draft of the
regional assessment, i.e. the collation of baseline

News from MSP projects
SIMCelt: Maritime Spatial Planning: transboundary
cooperation in the Celtic Seas is organising its
closing conference on 28 - 29 November in
Liverpool, UK. The results of the project will be
shared and key issues in transbounday working on

data to inform their regional marine planning. You
can read more about Scottish MSP here.
The project BalticSCOPE has produced 8 outputs,
including recommendations on cross-border MSP,
a checklist toolbox for applying the ecosystembased approach effectively, and a set of shipping
density maps with data from 2006 to 2015 (also
including a 'how-to' on making similar maps). In
addition, the project has produced a report on the
'how' of MSP in Latvia: 'The Latvian Recipe'. It
describes the methodology used in it to include the
internal and territorial waters and EEZ in the
Maritime Spatial Planning. The report should serve
as inspiration for other Member States to develop
MSPs.

the MSP Directive will be addressed.
The project SIMWESTMED is now featured on the
EU MSP Platform and you can stay updated here
until the project website is launched. The
objectives are to support the implementation of
MSP in EU Member States and to launch and
carry out concrete and cross-border MSP
initiatives between Member States.
The MARISCA project took place in 2015-2016
and proposed a network of MPAs and protection
zones for the conservation of all important and
vulnerable habitats and species in the Aegean
Sea. You can view maps of the human activities in
the project area, and maps of the spatial
distribution of vulnerable habitats and species.

Do you have a question about MSP? Submit it to the Question & Answer service here. Make sure to follow the EU MSP Platform on Twitter
as well, to stay up to date with the latest developments. Did someone forward you this newsletter? Sign up here and make sure you receive
the next one as well.

MSP events in 2017
MARSPLAN Conference
3 – 4 May in Constanta, Romania
2nd EUSAIR Forum
11 - 12 May in Ioannina, Greece
European Maritime Day
18 - 19 May in Poole, UK
UN Conference on SDG 14 – Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development
5 – 9 June in New York, USA
European Environmental Ports Conference
7 – 8 June in Antwerp, Belgium
Maritime Spatial Planning Conference on Land-Sea Interactions
15 - 16 June in St.Julian's, Malta
8th Annual Forum of the EUSBSR
13 – 14 June in Berlin, Germany
Sea Scotland Conference
21 June in Dundee, Scotland
Our Ocean Wealth Summit
30 June in Galway, Ireland
9th MARE Conference People and the Sea: Dealing with Maritime Mobilities
5 – 7 July in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
A New Era of Blue Enlightenment
12 – 14 July in Lisbon, Portugal
'Our Ocean Conference'
5 - 6 October in Valletta, Malta
Conference on MSP for Blue Growth - How to plan for sustainable maritime economies
11 - 12 October in Brussels, Belgium
4th Atlantic Stakeholder Platform conference
8 November in Glasgow, Scotland
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