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AGENDA

13:30 ς 13:35
Setting the scene for the Webinar

MED-MSP COP Secretariat/CNR

13:35 ς 13:45

MSP4BIO ς Biodiversity mainstreaming in MSP: overview of 

results

Ivana Stojanovic, s.Pro

13:45 ς 14:15

MSP4BIO EcologicalSocio-Economicmanagementframework: 

solutionsfor effectiveMPA management

Martina Bocci, CNR-ISMAR consultant

14:15 ς 14:30

Socio-economicdimension: participatorymappingand nature-

inclusive designof blue economysectors

DeboraGutierrez, Universityof Azores/Camila Pegorelli, 

Universityof Cadiz

14:30 ς 15:00
Sli.do, moderated discussion

Q&A 
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MSP4BIO: KEY FACTS

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFRePDqPtg/edit

18 PARTNERS

DURATION

August 2022-

July 2025

6 TEST SITES 4 PILLARS
3 SISTER 

PROJECTS

BUDGET

3,490,500 EUR

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFRePDqPtg/edit
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MSP4BIO: MAIN GOAL

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFRePDqPtg/edit

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework

EU Biodiversity Strategy (EUBS) 2030

EU Green Deal

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFRePDqPtg/edit
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MSP4BIO: PILLARS
Pillar  1 - Environment : MSP4BIO will improve the 

knowledge base and criteria for better prioritization of 

areas for biodiversity restoration and conservation.

Pillar  2 - Policy : MSP4BIO develops solutions that 
support coherent policy implementation and effective 

mainstreaming of biodiversity into relevant policies.

Pillar  3 - Socio -economic : Develops a framework for a 

more integrated and flexible strategic and spatial 
integration between MSP and MPAs, validated in 6 test 

sites in all 5 European Sea Basins.

Pillar  4 ï Integration : MSP4BIO integrates the socio-

economic considerations in MPA prioritization and 
management.
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MSP4BIO: OBJECTIVES

ÅSO1. Improve  the science  base  for the description of MPAs and EBSAs and, identification of new, 

restoration, enlargement and management of existing MPAs. 

ÅSO2. Develop  and demonstrate  a novel  flexible  management  framework  that integrates 

ecological and socio- economic dimensions for the prioritization of strategic and spatial conservation-

management measures. 

ÅSO3. Strengthen  the role  of MSP as an integrative  framework  to support the coherent 

implementation of relevant policies (MSFD, WFD, MSPD, BHD, Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), 

etc.) as well as the EUBS2030 and the CBD post-2020.

ÅSO4. Improved  biodiversity  and natural  capital  integration  into public and business decision-

making at all levels for the protection and restoration of ecosystems and their services. 
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BALTIC SEA

Transboundary sea basin

Ecosystem under multiple human-

induced pressures

Need for more MPAs designated 
areas to achieve the regional goal

Need for a coordinated plan for 
human activities

BLACK SEA

Cross-border area: 2 countries

Diversity of marine domains

MPAs Support huge biodiversity 

and ecosystem services

MPAs fragmented and do not 

have operational management 

ATLANTIC 2 ï AZORES

(Graciosa Island)

Rich habitat diversity ï 

knowledge gaps in offshore and 

coastal areas

Need for strategies to enlarge 

MPA network and for ñfully 
protected areasò

No MSP approved yet

ATLANTIC 1 ï GULF OF 

CADIZ

Hot spots with special needs for 

MSP and MPA

Need for improvement of MSP 
and stronger consideration of 

sea-land interactions in planning

Human activities threaten MPAs 

in their vicinity

NORTH SEA ï BELGIAN 

AREA

Well studied and monitored area

Need for spatial strategy for 

pelagic biodiversity conservation

Need for geographical 

biodiversity assessments units

NW-MED

 Governance complexity as area 
is shared between 3 countries

 Large spatial scale

 Diversity of marine domains

 Multiplicity of human activities
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MSP4BIO: KEY RESULTS

EU-wide overview of 

biodiversity data availability

Ecological Toolkit ensuring better 

integration of data in decision 

making (improved DSTs)

Integrated modular management framework 

allowing for better integration of biodiversity 

considerations in MSP, wider participation and 

adaptation 

Participatory development of 

integrated trade -off scenarios. 

Good management practices 

for blue economy sectors.

Policy coherence solutions to 

strengthen MSPs compatibility with the 

new biodiversity policy requirements 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFRePDqPtg/edit

6 demonstrators at different 

governance levels producing 

site specific solutions 

MPA/MSP strategic integration 

framework

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFRePDqPtg/edit
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MSP4BIO ESE Framework ï biodiversity 
mainstreaming in MSP
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MSP4BIO ï ESE Framework online 
tool/document

A computer with a website on the screen

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://ese.tools4msp.eu

PDF file

https://ese.tools4msp.eu/
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MSP4BIO results: 
exploitation and legacy



This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe research and innovation programme. 

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
European Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 

MSP4BIO joined the MPA Community Network! Interested?  Join us!
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MSP4BIO
FINAL EVENT

REG IS TRA TION  I S O P EN

Date: 2nd - 4th of July 2025

Location: CNR-ISMAR Headquarter, Venice, Italy.

W W W . M S P 4 B I O . E U
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MSP4BIO: PARTNERS
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www.msp4bio.eu

@MSP4BIO_project

MSP4BIO

Sign up for our Newsletter !
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Ecological & Socio-Economic management 
framework (ESE)

The ESE framework is a methodological guidance that shall 
helpprioritize marine protection in MSP through severalmethodological 
steps, and integrate social, economic, andecological considerations.

Practices,Criteria,Data,Methods and Tools,concrete examples, policy 
solutions, strategic approaches.

Solutions

Users

MSP authorities, Planners
Environmental authorities, MPA managers
Decision makers, sector stakeholders
All users interested in identifying and managing MPAs
All users interested in strengthening biodiversity protection in MSP

Document
+

Online version
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ESE conceptual model
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www.msp4bio.eu

@MSP4BIO_project

MSP4BIO

Defining ecological questions for 

conservation
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5. Formulation of 

answers

2. Formulation of 

mangement 
questions 

1. Identification of 

management needs

Solutions provided by 

MSP4BIO components: 

criteria, DSS, policy solutions, 

strategic approaches, good 

practices

3. Logical and formal analysis

Duplication and similarity across test cases

Language check and clarity

Hierarchization into (max) 3 levels 

4. Attribution of 

properties 

Users and their needs at the cornerstone

Working with Communities of Practice at Test site level
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The questions

Questions in total = 52

Strengthening 
Conservation

Balancing between economics and 
conservation

Integrated management of marine 
ecosystems

Stakeholder engagement, participation, 
co-creation
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Question properties

1

2

3

Elaborating the plan

Starting the process

Revision

Monitoring

Implementing

Identifying key issues

Assessing the plan

Assessing the context and defining a vision

Analyzing existing and future conditions

Western Black Sea

North-Western Mediterranean Sea

Gulf of Cadiz

Belgian part of the North Sea

Baltic Sea basin and VIstula lagoon

Azores archipelago

Test cases

National

Regional/Local

Transboundary/Sea basin

Offshore area

Deep sea

Coastal zone

Sector stakeholders

Marine planners

MSP authorities

MPA managers

Environmental author-


