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Highlights

MSP at the European Maritime Days 2025

The 2025 edition of European Maritime Day took place in Cork, Ireland, from
21 to 23 May. The MSP Assistance Mechanism joined a panel to present the
Multi-Use & Coexistence Compendium, highlighting aquaculture in the context
of multi-use at sea. An exhibition stand offered stakeholders the chance to ex-
plore the latest developments on the European MSP Platform and engage in
insightful discussions.
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Success at the Annual European MSP Data Week

For another year, the EU MSP Data Week took place, this time in Helsinki,
Finland, from 13 to 17 October 2025. The week featured MSP-focused events
and expert groups aimed at fostering exchange, building synergies, and accel-
erating progress on MSP across Europe and beyond, supporting efforts to-
wards more sustainable, coherent, and adaptive planning of our marine spaces.
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Outcomes of the Workshop Digital Twin of the Ocean in
MSP

On 16 October, the Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP organised a
workshop as part of its activity on Digital Twins of the Ocean (DTO) in MSP. The
session explored how DTOs could enhance MSP by improving data quality and
availability, enabling real-time feedback and simulations, supporting “what-if"
scenarios, and driving innovative solutions to key challenges such as climate
change adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable resource man-
agement. Presentations are available on our website via the link below.
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The 15th meeting of the Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP took
place on 16 October, reviewing and discussing the latest projects, updates, re-
ports, and data tools. Presentations are available on our website via the link
below.
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MSFD’s Call for Evidence and Open Public Consultation

The European Commission has launched a public consultation on revising the
Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) to strengthen the protection of
EU seas and simplify implementation. Despite improvements in coordination,
data collection and marine biodiversity governance since 2008, marine ecosys-
tems remain under pressure from biodiversity loss and pollution. The revision
will align with the future European Ocean Act to support more integrated
ocean governance, and feedback can be submitted via the Have Your Say por-
tal until 9 March 2026.
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ReMAP presents its 10 tools for enhanced monitoring and
evaluation of Maritime Spatial Planning
The ReMAP project has introduced ten digital modules designed to strengthen

the monitoring and evaluation of MSP. These tools, tailored for MSP experts,
were showcased through practical exercises demonstrating their usability at lo-
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cal, regional, and cross-border scales. Participants had the chance to test the
tools in real-world contexts, exploring their potential to improve marine space
management and resource allocation.
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Report on the Workshop on Climate-smart MSP for Future
Uses & Needs

This workshop, organised by DG MARE and the EU MSP Assistance Mechanism,
was a crucial event to discuss the urgency of addressing climate change
through MSP, integrating climate-smart innovative practices, techniques, and
approaches to climate adaptation and mitigation. The workshop's outcomes,
presentations, and related studies are publicly available.
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UN High Seas Treaty, ratified by 60 countries, to enter into
force in January 2026

A major milestone for ocean governance: the High Seas Treaty has now been
ratified by 60 countries, paving the way for its entry into force on 17 January
2026. The Treaty addresses long-standing governance gaps and sets out clear
measures to conserve biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction. The
High Seas Alliance urges all UN member states to continue ratifying the
Agreement and prepare for its implementation, marking a new era in global
ocean conservation.
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New stakeholder consultation Report

The report “Enabling MSP - Enhancing Stakeholder Participation. Lessons from
MSP delivery to date” examines how EU Member States involved stakeholders
in Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) during the first implementation phase of
the MSP Directive. Learn how Member States engaged stakeholders, authori-
ties, and the general public during the first implementation phase of the MSP
Directive, and what recommendations can shape future good practice.

New study on Multi-use in the German Exclusive Economic
Zone

A study commissioned by Germany's Federal Maritime and Hydrographic
Agency (BSH) examines how multiple maritime activities can share space within
offshore wind farms in the North Sea and Baltic Sea EEZ. Conducted by s.Pro,
Ramboll and Kiel University of Applied Sciences, it finds that combining off-
shore wind with low-trophic aquaculture, passive fishing, ecological restoration
and research is technically and legally feasible. The study highlights logistical,
economic and regulatory challenges and recommends pilot zones, early spatial
planning integration, and inspiration from the Dutch “area passport” model.

EUCC’s publication on Energy Transition in the North Sea
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The Coastal & Marine Union (EUCC) has released a new issue exploring the op-
portunities and challenges of the energy transition in the North Sea. It high-
lights forward-looking projects and examines how offshore energy innovation
can align with environmental stewardship and social acceptance.

Global capacity needs on Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning

The Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) published a new report on the
global capacity-building need assessment on MSP. It evaluates existing
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I0C) resources, identifies gaps,
needs, and recommends priority areas for future development and implemen-
tation for marine/maritime spatial plan development.

North Sea Energy White Paper: Towards a Synergistic
Multi-Use in the North Sea

The North Sea Energy programme published a White Paper, "Towards a
Synergistic Multi-Use in the North Sea”, that explores the concept of offshore
multi-use of space and how activities such as wind farms, shipping lanes, and
offshore activities (MPAs) can coexist and create synergies in the North Sea.
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Background Technical Study available: Future Uses and
Needs of the Seas: Integration of climate-smart trends and
new technologies in maritime spatial planning

The study provides an overview of climate-smart actions and values in plans
per country, focusing on climate change mitigation (low-carbon pathways),
adaptation, and resilience. It addresses emerging uses and technologies that
will require identification and space allocation in the future.
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Upcoming events

Second High-Level Conference on Energy Transition for the
EU fisheries and aquaculture Sector

Secure your spot now for the upcoming high-level conference organised by
the European Commission (DG MARE) in the framework of the Energy
Transition Partnership (ETP) on energy transition for the EU Fisheries and
Aquaculture sectors, which will take place on 17 February 2026 in Brussels. This
event will bring together stakeholders and EU institutions, including the
European Council, European Parliament, and DG MARE, to present the
partnership’s recommendations and agree on a shared vision for the sector’s
Energy Transition Roadmap towards a competitive, greenhouse gas-neutral fu-
ture for fisheries and aquaculture.
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Save the date! The EU Ocean Days return to Brussels on 2-6
March 2026

The European Ocean Days return to Brussels for a full week dedicated to
Europe’s maritime future. The programme will cover the EU Mission Ocean and
Waters, priorities for Europe’s seas, blue innovation, investment opportunities,
and ocean literacy activities. Mark your calendar and join the conversation to
help shape a shared vision for the prosperity, competitiveness, security, and
sustainability of our ocean.
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11th EuroGOOS International Conference 18-20 May 2026
in Cyprus, Larnaka

Since 1994, EuroGOOS has advanced Operational Oceanography in Europe as
part of the Global Ocean Observing System (I0OC GOOS). The EuroGOOS
Conference is a key forum to explore how ocean monitoring and forecasting
meet societal and policy needs. It brings together a wide range of stakeholders
to foster dialogue and ensure ocean information is fit for purpose.
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European Maritime Days in Limassol 21-22 May 2026

European Maritime Days 2026 will take place in Limassol as an in-person event,
with plenary sessions streamed live. This flagship occasion celebrates "maritime
Europe”, showcasing the diversity of sea-related activities and highlighting the
vital role our seas play in everyday life. Join Europe’s maritime community to
network, exchange ideas, and shape joint action for a sustainable blue
economy.
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