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Task 3.2 (from the MEDIGREEN Grant Agreement):
Advancing towards EGD-oriented MSP at the Mediterranean scale. This task aims to investigate the 
way MSP can improve planning and management of the considered sectors and of 
nature protection at the Mediterranean scale, linking in particular to the EGD 
objectives. The task will develop four technical papers about the role of MSP for the sustainable
development (in line with EGD objectives) in the Mediterranean of: (i) ORE, (ii) aquaculture, (iii) 
fisheries, (iv) nature protection. The technical papers will be based on literature review and will 
tackle common issues, as for example: (i) current status, trends and potentials, (ii) other trends 
and scenarios (e.g. climate change or development of other uses) that may affect the sector 
development, (iii) environmental implications (e.g. constraints, impacts, co-benefits, etc.), (v)
socio-economic implication (e.g. benefits, social acceptance), (vi) future potential (narrative) 
scenarios, (vii) knowledge and technological gaps, (viii) policy drivers and policy obstacles, (ix) 
governance aspects. A conclusive section of each of these technical papers will discuss the role 
of MSP. The specific issues tackled and the structure of the technical papers will be designed in the 
initial phase of Task 3.2.



1. Introduction

1.1. Significance of sustainable fisheries in the Mediterranean

- economic importance (livelihoods, GDP contribution, exports), 
- socio-cultural value (coastal communities dependance, food traditions).
- ecological roles (e.g. maintaining trophic balance),

1.2. Purpose, scope and relevance

1.3. Methodology and data sources

Literature review, interviews, stakeholder consultations etc



2. Current Status, Trends, and Potentials

2.1. Current status

Overview of Mediterranean fisheries production by species (and gear type?); spatial distribution 
of fishing grounds; employment of fishers; contribution to GDP

2.2. Trends

Historical exploitation; shifts in species availability (climate-driven and anthropogenic); 
technological trends (e.g. gear innovations); policy changes (e.g. EU landing obligation)

2.3. Scenarios

Future demand for seafood; climate-induced changes in fish distribution; potential increase in 
aquaculture; etc



3. Governance aspects and policy alignment

3.1. Policy landscape

EU Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), EGD, Biodiversity Strategy 2030, Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive, GFCM regional framework, and the Barcelona Convention. 

3.2. Institutional structures

Role of fisheries ministries, regional fisheries organizations, small-scale fishers’ 
cooperatives, NGOs.

3.3. Stakeholder involvement and participatory decision-making



4. Interactions with other maritime uses

4.1. Competition

Spatial conflicts with coastal and nautical tourism, shipping lanes, ORE, aquaculture.

4.2. Synergies

Co-benefits with MPAs, eco-tourism, habitat restoration projects.

4.3. Role of MSP

Mediating space-sharing, identifying multi-use zones.



5. Environmental interactions and climate change impacts

5.1. Pressures from fisheries

Overfishing, bycatch, gear impacts on benthic habitats, ghost fishing.

5.2. Environmental impacts on fisheries

Shifts in species distribution, sea warming, acidification, pollution effects on fish stocks.

5.3. Role of MSP

Spatial measures that can maintain/increase stock (e.g. supporting FRAs (OECMs) through MSP; 
identifying refuge zones,etc.



6. Socio-Economic Implications and Just Transition 

6.1. Economic benefits and challenges

Fisheries’ role in local economies and food security; challenges like stock depletion, rising costs, 
and market access.

6.2. Social and cultural value

Traditional knowledge, cultural heritage, youth engagement, fishers’ identity.

6.3. Equity and inclusion

Small-scale vs. industrial fisheries; women in fisheries; inclusive access to resources and to MSP 
participation.



7. Gaps

7.1. Scientific gaps

Stock assessment uncertainties, illegal unreported fishing, spatial data on small-scale effort, 
future climate impacts.

7.2. Technology needs

Real-time monitoring (e.g., e-logbooks, VMS), data platforms integrating fisheries with MSP.

7.3. Policy gaps

Weak coordination between MSP and fisheries policies; fragmented governance

7.4. Training/education

Education of fishers on sustainable practices, and their engagement in MSP process; 



8. The Role of MSP in sectoral transformation towards the EGD

8.1. How MSP meets fisheries needs

Allocating fishing zones, safeguarding habitats, coordinating multi-use spaces.

8.2. EGD-driven requirements

Restoring marine biodiversity, circular economy in gear use/disposal, emissions reduction in fisheries fleets

8.3. Transformation through MSP

Enabling innovation (e.g. selective gear, eco-labels); protecting nursery grounds; setting no-take zones and 
other protection measures; diversification (e.g., fishers in eco-tourism); prioritizing ecosystem-based 
management;



8. The Role of MSP in sectoral transformation towards the EGD

8.4. Cross-sectoral and transboundary cooperation

Co-location strategies (e.g. offshore wind and fisheries); resolving spatial tensions through dialogue + need for 
cooperation/exchange across national waters (for migratory species and shared stocks).

8.5. Bridging knowledge gaps

Data sharing platforms; inclusive knowledge generation.

8.6. Regulatory and financial support

EU (and other) funds for green transitions in fisheries; improved permitting processes.



9. Conclusions

9.1. Summary of key findings

Recap of the key challenges and opportunities of integrating sustainable fisheries into MSP under the EGD.

9.2. Recommendations

Recommendations on stronger policy integration, stakeholder engagement, investment in data/tech, 
ecosystem-based spatial planning.

9.3. Future research/action

Cross-border pilot projects, ecosystem connectivity in MSP, integrating climate projections into fisheries
planning



Thank you!
¡Gracias!
Grazie!
Merci !

Ευχαριστώ! 
ً
 
 !شكرا

Hvala!
Grazzi!

ivan.sekovski@paprac.org
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