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Small-scale vessels dominate 

(>80%)

More trawlers in the Western 

Mediterranean and Adriatic Sea 

(12-13%)

Fisheries’ current status in the Mediterranean Sea

Highest in the Central and Eastern 

Mediterranean (≈85%)

Few purse seiners in general 

(except the Western 

Mediterranean)
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In the Mediterranean Sea, 
landings increased until 1994, 
when they began irregularly 
declining

FLEET AND PRODUCTION

https://doi.org/10.4060/cc8888en


Fishing Fleet 

and Segments

Captures and 

Fisheries 

Production

Landings by 

fleet segment

Landings by 

subregion and 

species

Fleet and 
production

Landings

Fisheries’ current status in the Mediterranean Sea



Landings by fleet segment

FAO. 2023. The State of Mediterranean and Black Sea Fisheries 2023 – Special edition. General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cc8888en

Fisheries’ current status in the Mediterranean Sea

“Purse seiners & pelagic trawlers” dominate landings 

overall (≈50%) in the Mediterranean Sea, and dominate 

in all Mediterranean basins

“Trawlers and beam trawlers” play a major role in the 

Western Mediterranean (26.1%)

Small-scale fisheries contribute significantly only in the 

Central Mediterranean (33.9%)

Other fleet segments are more relevant in the Adriatic 

and Eastern Mediterranean

Industrial fleets land the most, even if small-scale 

vessels dominate numerically
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Landings by subregion and species
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The Western Mediterranean subregion has the 
highest percentage of landings, followed by 
Eastern and Central Mediterranean

Followed by other species the small pelagic 
species are the most landed (sardine, 
sardinellas and European anchovy)
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Catch composition varies widely by subregion

LANDINGS

Management strategies must be tailored to 

the dominant local species
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Revenue
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Industrial fisheries generate most of the revenue in 
almost all countries (e.g., Algeria 94%, Egypt 84%, 
Italy 73%)

Small-scale fisheries contribute less economically, 
but remain relevant in countries like France, 
Lebanon and Montenegro
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Employment
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Small-scale fisheries generate higher employment rates than 

industrial fisheries

Fisheries’ current status in the Mediterranean Sea

Small-scale fisheries are labor-rich but revenue-poor

Industrial fisheries are capital-rich but employ fewer people
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Discards
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No segment exceeds 40%

Most fleet segments show low discard ratios (<15%)

Bottom trawlers display medium discard levels (15–

40%) across all subregions

While discard rates remain low to moderate, 

targeted actions are still needed to improve gear 

selectivity, especially for bottom trawlers and small-

scale fleets in specific areas

MARINE  RESOURCES
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Status of fisheries resources

The percentage of overexploited stocks peaked above 85% around 2013

Fisheries’ current status in the Mediterranean Sea

Since then, it has gradually declined to around 60% in 2021

While there are positive signals of reduced fishing pressure, overexploitation is 

still common, especially for high-value demersal species

Continued efforts in management, monitoring and enforcement are essential 

to rebuild stocks

MARINE  RESOURCES
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Spatial management measures and management plans

❖ To date, 10 Fisheries restricted areas (FRAs) have 

been established by the GFCM to protect 

vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) or sensitive 

habitats from potentially significant adverse impacts 

(VME-FRAs) and to enhance the productivity of 

marine living resources by protecting essential fish 

habitats (EFH-FRAs).

❖ FRAs are recognised as important management 

tools, but their effectiveness depends on principles 

for their establishment and monitoring

❖ 10 Management Plans, including species like Sardine 

& Anchovy, Deep-water red & rose shrimp, 

European eel, hake, blackspot seabream and Red 

coral

❖ Still limited (more actions)
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Why a Fisheries Working Group?
Fisheries play a critical role in 
ensuring regional food security, 
sustaining livelihoods, supporting 
economic growth, and preserving 
strong cultural identities across the 
Mediterranean
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Why a Fisheries Working Group?

The sector is meaningfully included in Future MSP



Thank you!
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