
The MED-MSP-CoP convened in Marseille on October 21, 2024, to advance its efforts in identifying MSP 

challenges still present in the Mediterranean, examining their causes, assessing solutions developed so far, 

and co-designing additional needed responses. 

Improved nature conservation and protection through MSP implementation was identified as a key 

challenge, including restricting or limiting human activities in specific areas and establishing technical 

regulations for their improved management. This challenge emerged as crucial for strengthening 

conservation efforts via MSP across the Mediterranean. Conversely, for the sustainable blue economy, cross-

border collaboration in MSP was acknowledged as essential for aligning sectors' planning and management 

across the Mediterranean region to ensure cohesive implementation on a broader scale. 

While some solutions are already in place to address these challenges, further policy, scientific and technical 

progress is needed. Joint MSP-related research and planning initiatives offer promising opportunities to 

progress in this perspective. Among these, the approaching EMFAF co-founded MEDIGREEN project will 

engage the MED-MSP-CoP to investigate the way MSP can improve nature conservation in the 

Mediterranean and support the EGD transition of three key sectors, namely fisheries, aquaculture and 

offshore renewable energy. 

The MED-MSP-CoP will continue its work in a dedicated online event in December 2024 aiming to gain a 

comprehensive understanding of available solutions and identify areas where further development is 

required. This work will inform the preparation of a MED-MSP-CoP brief on persisting MSP challenges in the 

Mediterranean and possible recommended solutions. 


