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Objectives

‒ To summarize the results of  CoP activities so far

‒ To report on some key CoP’s results (knowledge needs, available knowledge and gaps) with 
focus on some priority topics 

‒ To reflect on what exchange of  expertise can bring for advancing towards a regional perspective 
on MSP in the Mediterranean

‒ To identify activities that are more feasible to be implemented on which to focus the 
continuation of  the CoP’s work.

The study focuses on two sub-topics, co-identified by the CoP’s members:

‒ Involvement of  maritime sectors in environmental management

‒ MSP as a strategic framework for Sustainable Blue Economy (SBE).
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Description of  CoPs results so far (1/3)

Identification of  key topics and related sub-topics (prioritized)

1. MSP supporting the extension, improved management and improved connection of  

Marine Protected Areas and Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures in the 

Mediterranean, towards the targets set at the international and EU level on marine 

biodiversity protection.

➢ Involvement of  maritime sectors in environmental management (FIRST RANKED)

➢ …

2. MSP as key enabler for the implementation of  national Sustainable Blue Economy (SBE) 

strategies and initiatives, through the adoption of  an integrated approach and towards 

the balanced distribution of  benefits

➢ MSP as a strategic framework for SBE 

➢ …



Description of  CoPs results so far (2/3)
Identification of  challenges

1. Challenges related with the Involvement of  maritime sectors in environmental 

management
‒ Valuation and spatialization of  economic and social values for maritime sectors

‒ Valuation of  economic impacts and benefits of  environmental management measures (ecosystem services, trade-offs, etc.)

‒ Conservation through MSP implementation (activity banning/limitation from specific areas, technical regulations, 

promotion of  sustainable practices…)

‒ Sectors engagement in marine conservation: effectiveness assessment, monitoring and integration in MSP  

‒ Funding environmental measures/action from maritime sectors (voluntary initiatives, taxes…)  

2. Challenges related with the full explication of  MSP as a strategic framework for SBE
− Integration of  existing sector’s strategies into MSP: how to align their format (strategic objective, concreate actions…) 

with MSP plan ones (zoning, prioritizations, spatial measures…)

− Alignment of  several “stand-alone” sectors’ strategies through MSP implementation

− Taking the opportunity of  MSP process to elaborate strategies for sectors that don’t have a proper strategy.

− MSP role in stakeholders’ engagement to align sectorial strategies

− Cross-border collaboration in MSP to align sectors’ strategies across scales: from local to national scale or from national to 

regional one

− MSP influence on sectors regulated at regional/international scale (e.g. fishing, shipping…).



Description of  CoPs results so far (3/3)
Analysis of  topics and its results

Task A

What we have

Task B

Where we are

Task C

What we need

INFO SOURCES

➢ Screening of  projects undertaken by the MED-MSP-CoP

➢ study on EMFF - EMFAF projects (2024)

➢ Webinars organized by the MSP-MED-CoP 

➢ Other e.g. UfM webinar on OECMs

Description of  findings, focusing on the two selected sub-topics

‒ Involvement of  maritime sectors in environmental management

‒ MSP as a strategic framework for Sustainable Blue Economy (SBE).



Persisting and emerging gaps and needs (1/2)

1. Involvement of  maritime sectors in environmental management

− dialogue with maritime sectors should be 

applied more in real cases. 

− valuation and spatialization of  maritime 

sectors and their economic impacts

− effectiveness of  sustainability measures for 

maritime sectors in MS plan

− progresses towards the European Green Deal 

objectives

− identification, designation, monitoring and 

assessment of  OECMs 

Available tools, opportunities from MSP

− tools to assess Ecosystem Services 

− systematic approaches to trade-off  analysis

− scenarios of  human use

− effectiveness of  conservation 

− Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

− participatory process 

− Public-Private-Partnerships 

Persisting / emerging gaps and needs

INFO SOURCES: (1) Topic analysis; (2) 17.09.24 1stWorkshop: Results from projects identification 

of  persisting challenges and gaps



Persisting and emerging gaps and needs (2/2)

2. MSP as a strategic framework for SBE

− MSP to support design of  scenarios for SBE 

− MSP to assess trade-offs associated to the 

implementation of  SBE Strategies

− European Green Deal objectives can help aligning 

several sectors’ strategies in the marine/maritime 

domain

Avaiable tools, opportunities from MSP

− heterogeneity of  situations across the Med

− regional dimension of  SBE 

− need to start with cross-border and sub-

regional cases, possibly focused on one or few 

key sectors

Persisting / emerging gaps and needs

A picture or some examples of  MSP/SBE 

combinations should be included in the study

INFO SOURCES: (1) Topic analysis; (2) 17.09.24 1stWorkshop: Results from projects identification 

of  persisting challenges and gaps



The added value of  the MED-MSP-CoP 
for MSP in the region
1. Exchange of  knowledge between experts is fundamental to build common background and 

language, shared concepts and approaches, commonly recognized tools and methods for MSP, 
as well as use of  available solutions.

2. Continuous progresses towards a shared and commonly recognized base of  data at regional 
level on the state of  marine biodiversity and habitats, key species and marine environmental 
key components in general, and the distribution of  economic sectors should be pursued by 
common projects and initiatives

Sharing of  commonly recognized data and tools represent the essential technical prerequisite for 
progressing towards a regional perspective for MSP in the Mediterranean. This process would at 
the same time reinforce national capacity to develop MSP plans.



Possible priorities for implementation (1/3)

Involvement of  maritime sectors in environmental management

‒ Organize exchanges on the way MSP could support the sustainable management of  small-scale 
fisheries (SSF), including increasing knowledge on spatial distribution of  the sector (in 
connection with GFCM initiatives) and fostering collaboration with marine protection 
initiatives.

‒ Organize exchange on the way MSP could support the extension and sustainability of  
aquaculture (linking to the work of  the WestMED thematic group on sustainable aquaculture, 
as well as with GFCM initiative).

‒ Organize exchange on identification, designation and implementation of  OECMs.

‒ Organization of  online trainings to build capacity of  the use of  tools available from recent 
projects (e.g. ReMAP assessment of  ecosystem Services, MSP4BIO trade-off  analysis, 
MSP4BIODIVERSITY scenario identification and analysis, etc.).



Possible priorities for implementation (2/3)

MSP as a strategic framework for Sustainable Blue Economy

‒ Identify specific topics (e.g. offshore wind energy developments) and cross-border or sub-
regional cases to develop tests/exercises of  coordination between SBE developments and MSP.

‒ Foster the active participation of  the MED-MSP-CoP in the activities of  the new upcoming 
project MEDIGREEN that will work at building knowledge regarding the ecological transition 
(EDG objectives) of  certain maritime sectors (fisheries, aquaculture, renewable energy and 
nature protection) and the role MSP can play in this. 



Possible priorities for implementation (3/3)

Additional elements identified in relation with persisting and emerging gaps

‒ Assessing the economic impacts of  MS plans

‒ Assessing the societal impact of  MS plans

‒ Assessing the contribution of  MS towards EGD objectives

‒ Assessing effectiveness of  conservation measures

And more implementation oriented-projects should be developed, by increasing the active 
involvement of  MSP responsible authorities in projects.



Thank you!
martina.bocci@t-elika.eu
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