
MSP-CoP 
Community of practice on MSP for the MED 1 

 

 

 

MED-MSP-CoP - III 2026 workshop 

Tuesday, 22 September 2026 

10:00 – 12:30 CET 

Marine Governance and MSP 

 

“Governance” - originating from the Greek word “kyvernan” - is a special term that can be 
defined in different ways from country to country or even within each country. According to 
the U.N. Development Program, governance is defined as “the rules of the political system 
to solve conflicts between actors and adopt decisions (legality)” and also as the "proper 
functioning of institutions and their acceptance by the public (legitimacy)”. 

This workshop aims to explore “governance” from an MSP and marine space perspective. In 
particular, the objectives of the workshop are to:  

✓ Introduce the concept and the parameters of spatial and marine governance;  

✓ Clarify the correlation between marine governance and MSP; 

✓ Explore the importance and methods for inclusive and effective public participation 
and consultation in the MSP context; 

✓ Exchange experiences and valuable practices among the participants and across 
Mediterranean countries. 

The workshop is organised in three sections. The first section is dedicated to showcasing 
experience from non-EU countries that are building marine governance mechanisms and 
advancing MSP. In the second section, valuable practices of marine governance from EU 
countries with advanced MSP are illustrated. Finally, the third section of the workshop is 
dedicated to international initiatives promoting transboundary cooperation and MSP, 
placing emphasis on the Mediterranean level. Each section allocates specific time for group 
interaction, exchange of experience and information, and discussion of differences and 
commonalities. A preliminary list of discussion topics includes the following: 

Spatial (and marine) governance  

- Competencies across administration levels/levels of decentralisation of decision-
making 

- Consultation bodies and processes (what type, who should participate, etc.) 

- Public participation processes (Who-When-How, access to information, etc.) 

Maritime Spatial Planning  

- What governance systems for different types and scales of Maritime Spatial Plans 
(e.g. strategic? Regulatory?, at the national level? At the regional level? Both? etc) 

- Monitoring mechanisms. 
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PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

10:00 – 10:15 

Introduction to the workshop 

Emiliano Ramieri, Institute of Marine Sciences CNR 

Introduction to marine governance  

Marilena Papageorgiou, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

10:15 – 11:00 

Part I:  Marine Governance and MSP challenges in non-EU 
countries   

Lobna Boudaya (Tunisia), University of Sfax  

Samir Bachouche (Algeria), National Centre for Research and 
Development of Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Q & A and Group interaction 

11:00 – 11:05 Break 

11:05 – 11:50 

Part I:  Marine Governance valuable practices in EU countries   

Two examples from EU countries (TBC) 

Q & A and Group interaction 

11:50 – 12:30 

Part III: Cross-border governance mechanisms at the 
Mediterranean level 

Thanos Smanis, EU MSP Platform 

Marina Markovic, PAP/RAC 

Q & A and Group interaction 

 

 

 


