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Driving Forces : REGIONAL Protected Areas Network Organization



Main Goals for the Azores Marine Park
• Protect Thermal Vents, seamounts, other marine
structures and other marine resources, species
and/or Habitats;

• Integrate Human activities and uses with Protection
Goals and Objectives;

• Establish and adopt a legal and administrative
management regime in coherence with the model
established for the Island Parks in the Azores (one
island-one park -one agency);

The 1st AMP has general rules for all the area of the
Park and specific rules for the different categories



Continental Shelf – Portuguese Extension Claim

Fonte:  EMEPC



Exclusive Economic Zone – Açores



Internal Waters and Territorial Sea – Central



AREA TO CLASSIFY

Lucky Strike
HydroThermal Vent Field 

Menez Gwen 
HydroThermal Vent Field 

Rainbow

Sedlo Seamount

D. João de Castro Bank

Natural Resources Exploitation is not 
previewed

Sustainable Exploitation of Natural 
Resources is allowed

Areas with low 
intervention. Human 
Presence almost not 
noted. Conditioned 

Public Uses

Areas where singular, 
natural, semi-natural or 
cultural elements are 

present.

Predominantly Natural 
Areas where the 

sustainable use  of 
natural resources is 

previewed.

Areas where the 
conservation of 

ecosystems and species is 
obtained trough direct 

manipulation.

Areas dedicated to the 
preservation of cultural 

landscape and traditional 
activities (social-

economical 
development).
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IUCN Classificationkey of Classification - Adaptation 
to the Azores MP 



Parque Marinho dos Açores

ÁR E A TOTA L 

472.396,04 ha

RE SE RVA N AC IO N A L MA RIN H A
• PMA01 Reserva Natural Marinha do Banco D.João de Castro

• PMA02 Reserva Natural Marinha do Campo Hidrotermal Menez Gwen
• PMA03 Reserva Natural Marinha do Campo Hidrotermal Lucky Strike

• PMA04 Reserva Natural Marinha do Campo Hidrotermal Rainbow
• PMA05 Reserva Natural Marinha do Monte Submarino Sedlo



Azores Marine Park Sites



New Goals

• 2030 (30% with 10% strict protection)

2020 2030
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