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EMODnet Human Activities

The speed and the ease with which users can identify, locate, 
access, exchange and use data and information about the 
oceans and seas are the keys to the success of community 
marine research projects and to effective support of marine 
economic and marine management activities



10 EEZ of Member States

Harmonized with the Human Activities

Categorized by functions (allow, forbidden, 
potential…)

Comparative across countries

Overlap current activities

The MSP data layer in a nutshell
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EU MSP data layer 

Up-to-date picture of current and anticipated uses of the marine 
space in the EU

What for:  to visualize and compare across countries, uses and 
activities.

Assets: 

The harmonize MSP and the the original MSP of each Member State 
are available at the platform.

Information can be visualized and downloaded to serve multiple 
purposes and target audiences. 

Support for policy processes at EU, MS, regional and local level. 



Where the MSP data comes from? 

Official GIS data
from the approved 

plans

1

Reported from the 
Member States

and their GIS 
experts/portals

2

Feedback from 
developers to 

validate the output 
of the harmonized 

plan

3

Update

4



Visualize current activities

And future developments!

Belgium EEZ Ocean energy Ocean energy (with description)



ACTIVE AGGREGATE EXTRACTION AREAS BELGIUM 

Present Planned



Shipping traffic Planning for Maritime Transport



Nature protected areas

No conflicts with fishing vessels

Neither with cargo fleet Or any kind of vessel!



Allowed 

ACTIVITIES WITH PERMISSION TO BE DEVELOPED



Forbidden – For instance: Transport and 
anchoring in Germany

ACTIVITIES THAT CAN NOT BE DEVELOPED 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAN



Priority – For instance: transport routes in Estonia

ACTIVITIES WITH PRECEDENCE OVER ANY OTHER



Potential – For instance: nature conservation in Spain

ACTIVITIES THAT COULD BE DEVELOPED 
ACCORDING TO THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AREA



Reserved – For instance: aquaculture in Denmark

AREAS TO DEVELOP SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAN



Restricted – For instance: fishing areas in 
Netherlands

SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES THAT CAN NOT BE CARRIED 
OUT IN A GIVEN AREA



COMBINE FUNCTIONS AND ACTIVITIES



Go to the EMODnet Portal

Catalogue/EMODnet Human 
Activities/Maritime Spatial Planning

Select the information to display 

Check in the map the information filtering by:

Member State

Sea use Function (allowed, forbidden…)

Sea use Name (aquaculture, fishing, 
energy…)



France and Italy are harmonizing their plans 
according to the agreed model in TEG

Collaborative efforts with Croatia in the 
development of their plan

Other MS express their lack of GIS 
information dedicated to MSP (focus on 
current activities)

The Technical Expert Group of MSP data 
contribute to harmonize, validate and strength 
the communication with Member States

Further developments in the visualization to 
display clearly the overlapping

Next steps

Prototype of the visualization model

http://www.geoportal.ulpgc.es/visor2/?json=emodnetMSP.json


www.emodnet.eu

Thank you!

Jose L. Santiago
jsantiago@cetmar.org

please accept my sincere 
apologies for not attending the 

event and thank you so much to 
Marta for this presentation
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