
Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP

Analysing the state of current practices
and synergies in data usage between the
Maritime Spatial Planning Directive and 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

MSP Data Tools and Guidance Workshop - Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP
13th March 2024 – Brussels / Hybrid

Stefano Menegon



Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP

ReMAP Analytical module

Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive and 
MSP links



Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP

MSFD & MSP Data Management

TEG sub-group

Italy - CNR: Stefano Menegon, Laura Gusatu, Alessandro Mulazzani,

Alessandro Sarretta, Amedeo Fadini

Spain - ULPGC: Andrej Abramic

Spain - IEO: Monica Campillos-Llanos, Cristina Cervera-Nuñez

Maria Gomez-Ballesteros

Nederlands - RWS: Kees Borst

HELCOM: Joni Kaitaranta

Mercator Ocean: Muriel Lux

France - SHOM: Jean-Baptiste Suzanne, Adeline Souf

With the support of

● MSP Platform

● DG MARE - CINEA

● DG ENV

March 2022  - January 2024



Technical Expert Group (TEG) on Data for MSP

Background

● The MSP Directive explicitly requires an 
ecosystem-based approach (MSPD - Art. 5)

● MSFD is a fundamental source for obtaining 
reliable data regarding the condition of the 
marine environment and, consequently, for 
incorporating the ecosystem-based approach 
into MSP processes

● Importance of MSFD data to support 
evaluation, monitoring and adaptive 
management
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Clarify how the national MSP 
processes have incorporated the 
implementation of the national MSFD, 
particularly focusing on data 
integration.

Provide reflections and possible 
recommendations

Aim of the activity

MSP MSFD
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Activity workflow

Survey design 
and online 

implementation

Survey
administration to 

MSP Experts

Analysis

Report
writing

Report
reviewing
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Survey design

Common 
glossaries and 
vocabularies

Data sharing 
strategies

Land-sea 
interactions

MSFD Data 
usage (within the

MSP plan)

Background 
coherence

● Policies
● Competent 

authorities
● Spatial
● Temporal

● Initial/preparation
● Analysis and 

interpretation
● Planning
● Evaluation and 

monitoring
● Preparation, 

analysis and 
planning

● Evaluation
and 
monitoring

● Interoperability
● Data infrastructure

Assessment guidelines 
and examples

National MSFD

National MSP
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Survey responses

13 surveyed countries

● Croatia
● Denmark
● Estonia
● Finland
● France
● Ireland
● Italy
● Latvia
● Poland
● Romania
● Spain
● Sweden
● The Netherlands
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Results - brief report - Coherence

Policies Spatial scales Temporal scales
Competent
authorities

Interrelations exist, 
but there are no 
shared pathways or 
specific joint 
actions.

MSP is considered mainly spatially 
and temporally oriented, while the 
Marine Strategy is not formulated 
with a strong spatial component

Background coherence 
is important to facilitate 
coherence of data

The two processes started at 
different times and have different
cycles. However, there is an
expectation that there will be 
alignment in the next round of 
revisions

The two processes 
were taking place 
under different 
competent authorities
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Results - brief report - MSFD data supporting MSP stages

Initial/preparation Analysis and interpretation Planning Evaluation & 
monitoring

Data sharing
strategies

Mix of qualitative and 
quantitative data

Mainly quantitative 
data

MSFD data are 
combined with data 
from various studies to 
generate essential 
MSP maps

Due to the early
stages of many MSP 
implementations, the
correlation with MSP 
Monitoring & 
Evaluation is largely
unknown

There is generally 
a lack of common 
data sharing 
strategies and 
interoperability

Mainly qualitative 
data
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Results - brief report - Analysis by countries
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Lessons learnt and further suggestions

● Common policy objectives and cooperation between the 
competent authorities are essential to facilitate the 
integration of data between the two processes

● There is a clear opportunity to align and integrate MSFD 
data collection and analysis in the last stage of the MSP 
plan evaluation (i.e. monitoring), through the use of data 
from the MSFD monitoring and the assessment of 
environmental status

● However, in cases of scale mismatch between the MSFD 
reporting units and the MSP planning elements, the 
integration of MSFD data into the plan processes is 
difficult and reduces the potential for future improvements
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Lessons learnt and further suggestions

● Improved access to raw quantitative data, such as MSFD 
indicators, is seen as crucial to effectively support the 
planning process, rather than solely relying on descriptive 
data and GES values.

● Establish matching working protocols for institutions and 
technicians working in both areas, MSP and MSFD.

● Improve data sharing facilities: encourage sharing of all 
data and information (possibly in an open form) including 
qualitative (result) data as well as (quantitative) raw  
(indicators) MSFD monitoring data.

● Enhance interoperability to ensure systematic and 
automated access to MSFD data, for instance, by 
implementing interoperable standard services or APIs.
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How improve the analysis

● Expand the analysis to assess additional factors that may
influence the quality of data integration (es. size of 
maritime areas)

● Enhance the analysis by including more EU MSs in the
survey, as well as organising in-depth interviews as a 
follow-up of the results obtained through the survey

● Extending the scope of the survey to better include the
MSFD viewpoint

● Initiate collaboration with specialised groups focused on
data and information within the context of MSFD, such as 
WG DIKE and TG Data (DG ENV)
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