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What is CISE?
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Maritime safety & security

Border control

Fisheries control

Defence

Customs

Law enforcement

Marine environment

Common Information Sharing Environment (CISE)

CISE is a network that connects systems of authorities with responsibility in maritime surveillance

CISE enables them to exchange added-value and critical information 

across borders and different sectors



Why do we need CISE?
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Reporting

Intelligence
Platforms

Databases

Sensors

AISVMS

VTSLRIT

GMDSS

UAS

Coastal
UUV Shipborne

Airborne
HUMINT

COMINT IMINT

SIGINT​

ISAR

Radar

UUV SONAR
Visual

Ports info

Fishing licences
Marine data Ship registers

Monitor

Detect

Analyse

Respond

Maritime authorities continuously exchange 

surveillance information coming from different 

sources, in different formats, with different 

operational procedures



Why do we need CISE?
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CISE makes the existing systems interoperable

to enable maritime authorities to exchange 

information using their own legacy systems. 

CISE is not a new system, it is an 

infrastructure that connects systems.

Connecting all public authorities
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Voluntary participation

01

Easy control of access rights

06

Connects existing ICT systems

03

Sector neutral solution
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KEY PRINCIPLES

Decentralized infrastructure
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What type of information can be shared?
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Information I can 

share with others

(provide)

Information I need 

from others  

(consume)

Each CISE stakeholder defines 

their own Information Sharing 

Plan (ISP), which is  recorded in 

the CISE Catalogue 

Stakeholders through CISE 

can exchange unclassified and 

classified (EU-restricted)

Accreditation

process

Highest security

standards

CISE stakeholders can make use of 

the common operational services
Examples:

Vessel of 

Interest list Event Reporting 

(Incident)

Risk Profile
Operational 

Assistance 

Request (Assets)

Area of 

Interest



How it works?
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Translates the CISE data and service 

model into the specific formats and 

communication protocols used by the 

maritime surveillance system.

Adaptor

Building Blocks

Node

Common block which connects 

systems and manages security, 

access rights to the information and 

reliability.

Represents an existing, or future, 

ICT system owned by a stakeholder 

and used for maritime surveillance.

Legacy System

Maritime Surveillance System
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How information can be shared?

Navy sharing

EU coast guard 

sharing

A node owner has a full control over the

information sharing. Access rights enable several

types of information sharing in the network

Geographic or 

operational sharing

PT

CISE
Network

FR

GR
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ES NAVY
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ES NAVY
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CISE
Network

EFCA

Fishery 
(VMS)

Information 
to share

Security 
and Safety

(SSN)

Information 
to share

FRONTEX
Border 
Control 

(EUROSUR)

Information 
to share

EMSA



What’s different with CISE?
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Several interfaces to be set up for each connection between 

the systems

Several agreements to be signed for each connection

Several operational procedures should be defined

One standard interface connecting all stakeholders’ 

systems (CISE Data and Service model)

One agreement signed by all parties (Cooperation 

Agreement)

Common operational procedures are defined

Complexity of information sharing in the 

EU maritime domain

CISE makes the information sharing process 

easier and quicker interconnecting the existing 

EU and MS’s maritime surveillance systems
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More information
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● www.emsa.europa.eu/CISE - latest news, information about CISE 

and its Transitional Phase, technical specifications

● Interactive guide on CISE (new!) - provides a general 

understanding about CISE, as well as information on how to join 

the CISE network

● Practical guide for joining the CISE network - organisational, 

financial, technical and operational aspects to be considered when 

planning the connection to CISE

● CISE leaflet – main objectives of CISE and the Transitional Phase

● Useful material: Video on CISE and CISE illustrated story

● Contact us at: mss@emsa.europa.eu

http://www.emsa.europa.eu/CISE
https://www.emsa.europa.eu/cise-homepage/cise-guide.html
https://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/4639-practical-guide-for-joining-the-cise-network.html
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/3829-cise-leaflet-cross-border-cross-sector-information-sharing-for-maritime-surveillance.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQLXeBuQDgM
https://www.emsa.europa.eu/cise-homepage/faq-cise/item/4907-cise-illustrated-story.html
mailto:mss@emsa.europa.eu


Thank you!

Follow our activities on social media:

emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/connect
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