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As part of its Communication to the European Parliamen

on ‘a new approach for a sustainable blue economy in the
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Future’, the European Commission recognised that:
el

“The shift to creating a sustainable blue
J_ecori'émy-will rely on even closer engagement

with Iétakeholders_, fromr busine::;.s.es large -
'éna slﬁpa!l to local groups, to y;oung,people'

passion'at'e ahbout the health of our ocean

- an;d the public. It must unite all groups and.

sectors arolind a commonVvision.”
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In an effort to create a mechanism te-unite all stakeholders,
* the Commission announced the ‘creation of a Blue Forum for

users of the sea to-coordinate a dialogue between offshore

: operators, stakeholders and scientists engaged in fisheries,
aquaculture, shipping, tourism, renewable energy and other -
= agctivities. It will develop, synergies between their activities
®- and reconcile competing uses of the sea’. « :
- L] w - 3


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:240:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:240:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:240:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:240:FIN

What is the European Blue Forum ?

The European Blue Forum is intended to be a pan-European Stakeholder group, able to come
together to discuss shared challenges and priorities over the medium term with the aim of
findingconsensus, synergies and solutionstowardsacommonvision. Howevermorethanthis,
it should be a ‘safe’ moderated space for all users of the sea, to identify innovative solutions
to deliver bold and ambitious change, bringing real benefits to people and communities
throughout Europe.

As such, the European Blue Forumi s
structured around the following key principles.

O
It should be flexible and expandable It must be horizontal, allowing all
to grow and meet the needs of the EUs stakeholders to participate at the
Sustainable Blue Economy in the future same level with no hierarchy
s3
It must be fully inclusive and It must be a moderated and “safe” space,
representative of all sectors, encouraging and managing proactive
stakeholder group and sea basins debate and dialogue between sectors

and stakeholder group

The European Blue Forumisintendedto be fully representative ofthe European Sustainable
Blue Economy. It will give opportunities to often underrepresented stakeholder groups,
as well as new and emerging sectors, to express the challenges they face and explore
possible solutions and synergies alongside more established sectors.

why to get involved... ?

As a part of the European Blue Forum, we are creating a community of different users of the sea
passionate and committed to working together to achieve bold and tangible results in terms of nature
protection and the fight against climate change.

As part of the Forum, stakeholders will have the opportunity to influence the structure and direction
of the European Blue Forum in a balanced and inclusive way, and through this, the future of Europe’s
Sustainable Blue Economy. Members of the European Blue Forum will be invited to participate in
dedicated meetings and workshops, as well as be giventhe opportunity to create dedicated Action
Groups. These groups, with the support of the European Blue Forum Secretariat, will collaboratively
work towards finding solutions to the biggest challenges facing our Sustainable Blue Economy
Community and deliver collective impact.

Be part of the conversation and let’s find the solutions together..

REGISTER NOW @

What happens next ?

Organisation of deep-dive workshops
focused on the two questions
discussed during the launch event

O

Production of European
Blue Forum Positioning
Papers

O ,,

dp—

Official launch of the
European Blue Forum
and Introductory Panel
Sessions



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu%2Feuropean-blue-forum%2Fregistration&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cadab7fbe23d14465f8b308db464e7f21%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638181077870629817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4%2BnC7QcsYPVN7Mhxu7XAcMM9XCPs6Kv%2FVzNY%2Fox2RtI%3D&reserved=0

European Blue Forum launch event

AGENDA

08:30 - 09:00
09:00 - 09:15
09:15 - 10:55

10:55 - 11:40
11:40 - 13:10

Registration
Opening by the European Commission (DG MARE) - Director General, Charlina VITCHEVA
Panel Session 1 - What do we need from European Seas by 2030? Are we asking too much?
Charlina VITCHEVA - Director General, DG MARE
Sheila HEYMANS - Executive Director, European Marine Board
Thierry CANN - Director, Pole Metropolitain du Pays de Brest
Rennie MEYERS - Senior Public Affairs Advisor for Oceans & Biodiversity, Orsted
« Josep LLORET - Director, Oceans & Human Health
Q&A and Forum Discussion
Coffee Break
Panel Session 2 - What does a fossil fuel free Sustainable Blue Economy look like ?
How can we as a community support this transition?
Introduction from Member of the European Parliament, President of the Fisheries Committee - Pierre KARLESKIND
Marta CAVALLE - Executive Secretary, LIFE Platform
- Juliana CARVAJAL - Head of EU Affairs, Pole Mer Atlantique
- Tobias TROLL - Marine Policy Director, Seas at Risk
- Guilhem GAILLARDE - Manager Ship Research, Maritime Research Institute Netherlands (MARIN)
- Andrew SMITH - Executive Director, Greenbackers Investment Capital
Q&A and Forum Discussion

emarks - way forward for the European Blue Forum, European Commission
I ——
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9 Océanopolis, Brest, France

[ ] Hybrid event

—

E% English/ French

For more information visit:

N\ the Eur n Blue Forum website

x europeanblueforum@msp-platform.eu

This launch event is being held
back to back with European
Maritime Days (EMD) - for more
information please visit the EMD

web pages.


https://goo.gl/maps/ysJWyYaJenvE5PVp8
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu%2Feuropean-blue-forum&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc27ffb3b26354714eeff08db3ff947c8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638174112130506137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zs2jXHe77cZ7Ed3SghPjAicRFa09iTOh4Lya8nFG8qM%3D&reserved=0
https://maritime-day.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://maritime-day.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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What do we need from European Seas by 2030 ? Are we asking too much?

The ocean is fundamental to all life on earth and plays an essential role in our daily lives.
It covers 70% of the planet, produces 50% of the oxygen and is critical to the global climate
system, absorbing and redistributing CO2 and heat. It is home to a wide variety of biodiversity
and unique ecosystems which support human life and socio-economic activities with food,
medicines, renewable energy, transport, tourism, communications... The ocean is at the
heart of human well-being, beliefs, and cultural values, and its beauty has inspired artists for
centuries. And we have still to discover all it has to offer.

Encompassing all sectors and activities related to oceans, seas, and coasts, the blue economy
is becoming a central concept for all coastal states, in the EU and worldwide. However, its
continuous development has already led to overexploitation, unsustainable practices, and
overcrowded spaces. New conflicts have emerged between users of the sea competing for
space. Economic activities have long been concentrated on coastlines, but their increasing
development furtheroffshore, could be a significant game changer, opening up new areas of sea
space for sectoral development. However, these new areas are already experiencing pressure
from competing uses. This multiplication of activities and their cumulative impacts could be
highly damaging to the marine environment if not well managed and evaluated. Yet, the good
status of the marine environment is the prerequisite for the support and development
of the Sustainable Blue Economy.

Q3 D =

Provides every second Hosts 80% of all Only 20% of the €670 billion in Supports 80% of 4,5 million people 200 million EU citizens live
breath we take biodiversity seabed mapped turnover in the EU goods transport employed in the EU blue in coastal regions/islands
economy

These challenges are accentuated by multiple ongoing crises: the Russian’s invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022, resulting in the current energy crisis, has inevitably impacted the European
blue economy sectors, pushing EU Member States to find solutions for their energy needs. The
biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse characterized by the decline in wildlife populations is
one of this decade’s biggest threats, worsened by climate change. Climate change will be the
driving force shaping the way our societies will evolve in the future.

The rate of the ocean warming has doubled since 1998, associated with increased acidification
and a reduction in oxygen, which are major threats for marine biodiversity. The average global
sea level is rising, with acceleration in recent decades, exacerbating coastal erosion, and
jeopardising socio-economic sectors and increasingly populated coastal communities. These
impacts, predicted for decades by scientists, are now observed with new annual records for
temperature frequently exceeded. Climate change is inevitably accelerating, and so must
our actions.



2030 has been set as a milestone by the UN 2030
AgendaforSustainable Developmentandthe European

Green Deal, to address these multiple challenges,

by strengthening the commitments for biodiversity
protection, low-impact food systems and planning
for energy transition. A set of ambitious goals that
require radical change and the uptake of strong
measures, to tackle the crises we are all facing. To
meet these objectives, EU seas need to accommodate
five times more renewable energy by 2030and 25times
more by 2050. The European demand for seaweed, for
food and feed products, pharmaceuticals, bio-based
packaging., and cosmetics, is estimated to increase by
30times,reachingeightmilliontonsby2030.Protection
of marine space needstoincrease from12,1% in

2021 to 30% by 2030. All these sectoral
commitments can only be fulfilled by
using more space, not only at sea
but also on the coast. On top of
this, we as humans still expect to
enjoy beautiful seascapes, with
nothing but a blue horizon.

The maritime community is already mobilized
in designing social and technical solutions from
alternative propulsion towards zero emission vessels,
the recycling of fishing nets to create life to new fashion
items; the production of innovative biodegradable
materials derived from algae to replace plastic; to
climate adaptation and mitigationinitiatives taking root
in nature-based solutions. Innovative approaches are
being developed such as the multi-use of sea space,
combining offshore wind with nature protection or
mussel/seaweed farming, to create synergies between
uses.Newsectorsandinitiativesareemerging,designing
pathways towards a more sustainable future, requiring
new skills and knowledge. At the same time, existing
sectors need to further adapt to
the environmental, social, and
economic changes ahead, by
updating their equipment,
competences and practices.

We, as stakeholders, need to work together across all
scalesandsectorsasonemaritimecommunity,toshape
theseaswewantfortomorrowandtobuildthelegacywe
will leave to future generations. Achieving cooperative
and effective collaboration would require all parties to
reach a shared vision, guiding principles at the outset,
and to be genuinely invested in mutual success. In this
context, the sharing of knowledge
and the use of science as a basis
for consensus, are of vital
importance and a fundamental
objective ofthe European Blue
Forum.
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Among all the challenges that the EU maritime community must meet, one of the most
ambitious is the reduction of fossil fuels. Indeed, fossil fuels emissions (from burning
coal, oil and gas) represent 75% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and are
thus largely responsible for climate change. Following 2015 Paris Agreement and the
European Green Deal, the EU has committed to reduce its GHG emissions by 55% by 2030
— compared to 1990 emissions — and to become climate-neutral (i.e., to produce zero net
GHG emissions) by 2050. The GHG emissions are mainly due to energy generation from
the combustion of fossil fuels (e.g., as a means of propulsion or energy), but also in the
fabrication of materials (e.g., plastic).

Where do we stand now ?

77 % of the goods
traded to and from
the EU by sea

I
@

98,8% of world shipping
fleet in operation, uses
conventional fossil fuel

In 2019, the EU accounted for 18 000 ships navigating under EU
Member States’ flags, corresponding to 266 million gross tonnage
(GT). Maritime transport is expected to grow due to transport demand
from world trade, which is projected to increase GHG emissions from
shipping from 90 % to 250 % by 2050 - based on a “business as usual”
scenario. Between 6 and 7 % of GHG emissions are generated at berth
in ports in the European Economic Area, not to mention those linked
to ports operations.

significant consequences on their profitability, resulting in a high
dependency on public subsidies. As illustrated by fisheries, under
the 2022 energy price level, 40% of the small-scale fleet, 66% of
the large-scale fleet and 87% of the distant-water fleet was not
profitable. Overall, the reduction of carbon footprint concerns
the whole blue economy as all sectors make use of products and
materials made of fossil fuel derivatives, or by using energy derived
from fossil fuels.

Therefore, the progressive reduction in the use of fossil
fuels coupled with the energy transition, as well as the B
associated decarbonisation of the blue economy sectors ;
is imperative, and a priority to meet the objectives set at '—"4
European and international level. :
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- =
0N o ~
€ ~in 2022 marine-diesel—
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vulnerability due to

the high cost and price
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volatility of fuels, as ;
recently experienced
duetothe warin

Ukraine.
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What are the existing solutions?

Huge challenges stand ahead of us in moving towards a fossil fuel free blue
economy. All the key sectors have either started, or are starting to explore
pathways for this transition, but solutions are long and expensive to develop
(lack of existing markets, life cycles of vessels, etc.).

Nevertheless, from technical to social innovations, progress being made
focuses on three main aspects: energy efficiency (e.g., eco-designs
for leisure boating), the use of alternative energies (e.g., wind assisted
propulsion for shipping) and energy savings (e.g., hull design for shipping,
route optimisation, speed reduction, new net and gear designs for fisheries to
reduce fuel consumption).

The role and development of renewable energy will be key to supporting the
transition of blue economy sectors. In the future ports could play a key role in
providing multi-fuel and electrification facilities, bunkering infrastructure for
new fuels, and port-to-port green corridors.

At global, national andlocal scales, policies are progressively being established
to address these challenges. In 2018, objectives were set by the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) to reduce international shipping GHG emissions.
In the EU, the ‘Fit for 55’ package, and FuelEU Maritime sets a number of
proposals, including measures for maritime transport and ports. Also, very
recently, the European Commission published a communication on the Energy
Transition of the EU Fisheries and Aquaculture sector.

REFERENCES

Is It enough?

Given these observations we can say that we are still far from a fossil fuel free blue economy. Even though
alternative energy sources (e.g., hydrogen) are being increasingly discussed and used by maritime industries,
are these really fossil fuel free? Will maritime industries be able to

afford the transition? For now, one large scale solution is still lacking

andwillmostlikely neverexist. Onthe contrary, the achievement of %

afossilfree sustainable blue economy will rely on acombination
of solutions, both from innovation and technical solutions,

but also societal changes (e.g., increase local consumption _
of goods and seafood). @ / \ -y =

PROFFESIONALS

To implement these changes, all stakeholders of .,voetent SHIPOWNERS

different maritime industries will need to be mobilized, AuUTORITIES

all along the value chain of each sector to make the

blue economy greener; upstream (e.g., designers)

and downstream (e.g., consumers); at sea (e.g., FOSSIL FUEL FREE &
=

BLUE ECONOMY N

SHIPYARDS
AND SUPPLIERS

vessels) but also on the coast (e.g., ports) and on
land (e.g., transport of maritime products). \

ENERGY
Current activities and technologies will need to PROVIDERS

adapt to move towards fossil fuel free and reduce

their carbon emissions while new carbon neutral k
activities need to be supported and deployed at a @ / nonon
larger sc_ale. The European Blue Forlfm Is intended ACADEMICS AND PORTS AND
to contribute to these global reflections and to help SCIENTIEIC ACTORS SUPPLY CHAIN
stakeholdersidentifysolutionstogethertoovercome DX@

these challenges. CONSUMERS
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