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Triple planetary crisis and the Baltic Sea region o+ Hacom

e Globally: UNFCCC

C|imate e EU: climate neutrality, climate justice
¢ In the Baltic Sea region: HELCOM with BalticEarth, in
Change 2021 BSAP addressed in all 4 segments & horizontal
topics

Need for
Maritime Spatial
Planning (MSP)

e Globally: UNEP with e.g. Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm Conventions
. e EU: clean industries, circular economy, zero pollution
Pollution « In the Baltic Sea region: HELCOM 2021 BSAP /
eutrophication (36 actions) and hazardous substances
& litter (32 actions) segments

> @

. . . e Globally: UN CBD
g B|0d|Ver5|ty e EU: BD strategy 2030, Nature restoration Law
| | |OSS e In the Baltic Sea region: 2021 BSAP goal and

biodiversity segment (35 actions)
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HELCOM, DAPSIM/R Framework

The Contracting Parties signed the
first Helsinki Convention in 1974
and updated it in 1992. The current
Convention entered into force

in 2000.

Helsi
Convention

The set of guiding principles
and obligations signed by the
Contracting Parties on the
protection of the marine
environment of the

Baltic Sea

The 10
Contracting
Parties (CPs)
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HELCOM Secretariat

Coordinates the work and meetings

of the Helsinki Commission and
ensures CPs meet their obligations
under the Helsinki Convention

Each Contracting Party designates its own Head
- of Delegation as well as members of the Working
Groups and of the Expert Groups and Networks

A o (sinki
I I I Commission
=—— (HELCOM)

HELCOM chairmanship rotates every two years
between the Contracting Parties (CPs)

Heads of Delegation
Permanently represent the (Ps
and are decision-makers

HELCOM Working Groups
Develop recommendations,
policies & strategies

Expert Groups & Networks
Provide scientific and technical
underpinnings

Decision making
in HELCOM

- HELCOM is the Ministerial Meeting (the
f meeting of the HELCOM line ministers of
== each (P) that takes place every three years.

I The highest decision-making body in

| - The Helsinki Commission meets annually

(except when a Ministerial Meeting takes

M place) and is also entitled to make decisions.

Its participants are designated by the CPs.

The Heads of Delegation meet

twice per year and are also
authorised to make decisions

on behalf of the (Ps.

and measures

Drivers
e.g. population
i anges
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ey,

4 HELCOM

e.g. changes in e.g. response or
agriculture (scale or action taken
practices)
L
Wl
AAA _
Pressures v Impact
e.g. inputs Y e.g. on society or
human welfare
well-being
State
e.g. concentrations or
biotic components
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4 HELCOM
HELCOM tools: how we get things done
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The Helsinki Convention Recommendations Action plans & strategies\ = Monitoring &

Instrument of on measures to address Contain actions and assessments

international law with areas of concern, measures with such as * Indicators (pressures

objectives & obligations implementable through Baltic Sea Action Plan, on and state of the

in 38 Articles and national legislation. In Regional Nutrient environment)

Annexes I-VII: technical total, about 260 Recycling Strategy, * Thematic assessments

guidelines and recommendations have Regional MSP Roadmap * Holistic assessments,

regulations. been adopted so far. and most HELCOM HOLAS3 on 2016-2021
T |te' ' cu Co-funded by CIRCULAR ECONOMY w2’

the European Union CiNURGiI
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2021 Baltic Sea Action Plan: structure & goals

Vision

a healthy Baltic Sea environment with
diverse biological components functionin;
in balance, resulting in a good ecological

status and supporting a wide range of
sustainable economic and social activities

Baltic Sea ecosystem is healthy
X and resilient

Baltic Sea unaffected by
hazardous substances and litter

“ Environmentally sustainable
sea-based activities

Baltic Sea unaffected by
eutrophication

rizontal topics

Climate change; monitoring; maritime
spatial planning; economic and social
analysis; financing; hot spots; knowledge
ange and awareness raising

HRERING

4 HELCOM

Logic in the structure:

Chain of consequence, whereby
human activities result in
pressures on the environment,
which in turn affect the state of
biodiversity, which has been used
as a basis when elaborating the
updated BSAP

& & A

199 actions and Implementation date: by Science-based plan
measures 2030 at the latest

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission



: . . . . - HELCOM
Joint HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group

* The co-chaired joint Group was launched in 2010 to ensure cooperation among the
Baltic Sea Region countries for coherent regional Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP)

processes in the Baltic Sea
* Forum for regional, trans-boundary and cross-sectoral dialogue — enabling a common approach and
facilitating coherence across the borders
 BASEMAPS map service to access Baltic Sea Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) relevant data from the
original source where it is stored

* The Group’s mandate is valid until 2030 with the Regional MSP Roadmap 2021-2030
adopted by both HELCOM and VASAB

* The revised MSP Roadmap focuses on the shift from drawing up of the maritime spatial plans to
implementation, monitoring, evaluation and follow-up with subsequent eventual reviewing of the

plans, with the focus on implementing ecosystem-based approach

* Joint coordination of the EUSBSR Policy Area Spatial Planning (PA SP) — Steering Group

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission


https://basemaps.helcom.fi/

What HELCOM-VASAB ?

Territorial
development of
the region

Forum for
exchange of
know-how on
spatial planning
and development

@®VASAB

VISION & STRATEGIES
AROUND THE BALTIC SEA

Baltic Sea
Region countries
AB Ministerial

Conference

——

MEMBERSH|P Contracting Parties

COM Ministerial
Meeting

——

ELCOM Heads of
Delegation

/
5
d

POLITICAL LEVEL

v
¢

VASAB CSPD/BSR

STEERING LEVEL

The Joint HELCOM-VASAB
MSP Working Group

(steering committee for MSP)

VASAB CSPD/BSR
(steering committee for
land-based spatial

planning) R M
Sub-Group
SAB Secretaria
—— J

HELCOM Secretariat
—— ____/

4 HELCOM

Helsinki Convention,
environmental policy
maker

Coordinates actions
to protect the marine
environment,
promotes sustainable
development and
ecosystem-based
approach in MSP

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission



Regional MSP Roadmap steering
the state of the art MISP

Objectives

1.

ok W

Preparing the next MISP cycle

Improving regional coherence

Contributing to progress towards good environmental status
Sustainable blue economy

Mitigation, adaptation and resilience towards climate change

The revised MSP Roadmap focuses on the shift from drawing up of
the maritime spatial plans to implementation, monitoring,
evaluation and follow-up with subsequent eventual reviewing of
the plans, with the focus on implementing ecosystem-based
approach — with 27 actions to achieve the objectives.

https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Regional-

Maritime-Spatial-Planning-Roadmap-2021-2030.pdf

Regional Maritime

Spatial Planning
Roadmap 2021-2030

™
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Dctober 2021



https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Regional-Maritime-Spatial-Planning-Roadmap-2021-2030.pdf
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Regional-Maritime-Spatial-Planning-Roadmap-2021-2030.pdf

Timelines and processes

COM processes

4 HELCOM

BSAP reporting
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S B Preparatory Phase] [HOLAS 5]

2021 BSAP
HOLAS 3 HOLAS 3 fﬂ"E:' [HDLPEIS 4 PrEpErEtDr‘p’ PhESE] [Climate E:;ntg:l::]act Sheet
Review HELCOM Monitoring &
Assessment Strategy
Review HELCOM Data &
Information Strategy
Review HELCOM Monitoring
Manual [Fed List 1%]
— [{Climate Change Fact Sheet [MP& Coherence (]
g \pd ate |
. i T N
/ MSP Roadmap interim N
/ assessment ;

L
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Update Guideline for the implementation of ecosystem-based
spproach in Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) in the Baltic Sea area

lpdate Guidelines on MSP transboundary consultations, public participation and co-

\

operation

\)
7

]

—

Updating the HELCOM Science

/

HAECT Idu]

Red List Il

MPA Coherence Assessment

Related BSAP segments

Biodiversity
Eutrophication

Hazardous substances an

Sea-based activities
Horizontal topics
Several or all

Low intensity
Medium intensity
High intensity



4 HELCOM

HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG work and climate change

Sustainable management and ecosystem based approach (EBA) are two first of the ten principles jointly
agreed for the Baltic Sea region, guiding coherent MISP processes across borders

e EBA guidelines under revision with a new climate related chapter

Work towards establishing collaboration with the Baltic energy market interconnection plan (BEMIP) on
development of the offshore energy in the Baltic Sea Region

In September 2024 session the WG initiated discussion on how the article “Key components of sustainable
climate smart ocean planning” can be utilized in the Baltic Sea region and considered the 10 steps for
climate-smart MSP

The next session of the WG on 7-9 April 2025 to continue discussions and planning

collaboration with Joint HELCOM/Baltic Earth Expert Network on Climate Change (EN Clime)

e coordinating framework and a |i)latform to leverage the expertise of leading scientists in understanding both the
direct and indirect impacts of climate change on the Baltic Sea environment, and to make this expertise available
to policy makers and promote closer dialogue with them

* Production and updates of the Baltic Sea Climate Change Fact Sheet
e Joint MSP WG — EN Clime workshop will be organized on 30 April 2025

* Main objectives: To review the recent EU projects' contribution to climate-change and MSP integration, how
climate refugia are currently considered in national MSP processes, to assess and discuss how climate change
considerations can be better aligned with MSP processes, building on recent research and the use of future and
long-term scenario planning and to develop recommendations for next steps.

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission


https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/gear/en-clime/
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Baltic-Sea-Climate-Change-Fact-Sheet_2024.pdf

From the workplan: Regional MSP Roamap Objective 5. Spatial

4 HELCOM

planning contributes to climate change mitigation, adaptation and
increased resilience of the Baltic Sea Region

No.

Roadmap 2030 Action

For this workplan period

5.1

5.2

5.3

Explore how MSP related sectors will be affected by
climate change including how climate change might
impact human activities under different future scenarios,
aiming at developing MSP-strategies for increasing
capacity of different sectors to adapt to expected climate
change impacts

Explore how MSP can contribute to climate change
mitigation and nationally determined contribution in
terms of Paris Agreement, including NECPs and relevant
national strategies.

Identify how MSP can support adaptive conservation
strategies to cater for spatial changes in ecosystems (e.g.
migration), potential for including climate refugia in MSP
for the entire Baltic Sea

2025

2025

2026

2026

Lead

DE

DE, FI, LV

tbd.

tbd.

Contributing

EE, FI, LV, SE, EN CLIME, MSP-
GREEN project

EE, LV, SE, EU MSP Asst. mech.,
MSP-GREEN project

DE, EE, FI, SE, EU MSP Asst. mech.,
projects eMSP, MSP4BIO, MPA
Europe, EN CLIME

Concrete output (Roadmap)

(continues from 2022-24) A
discussion paper as guidance for
strategic ways for integrating
climate change adaptation into
MSP for the next planning cycle,
coordinate timing with mid-term
evaluations of national adaptation
strategies

(continues from 2022-24)
Stocktaking national experiences -
an overview published

(continues from 2022-24)
Information document on MSP’s
role in adaptative conservation
strategies, including best practices

Projects MSP4BIO, MPA Europe, EN (continues from 2022-24) Modelled

CLIME.

maps of climate change impact on
marine ecosystem (depending on
availability of spatial data on
climate change impacts)

December 2024 / January 2025: HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG workplan 2025-2027 approved by VASAB
Committee on Spatial Planning and Development of the Baltic Sea Region (CSPD/BSR) and HELCOM

Heads of Delegation — to made available soon on the HELCOM website

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission


https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/helcom-vasab-maritime-spatial-planning-working-group/

BASEMAPS

BASEMAPS map service to access Baltic Sea
Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) relevant data
from the original source where it is stored

Links to OGC standard services available from
national Maritime Spatial Data Infrastructure
(MSDI) in HELCOM Contracting Parties

Data in Basemaps is categorized to “Input data”
which is data that is relevant in MSP process and
“Output data“, which is spatial data resulting
from the MSP plan

http://basemaps.helcom.fi/

4 BASEMAPS

Important notes - << !

Date wsed In this application are oy for testing purposes. MSP owtput
dats are wnder development

Coples of data e used n tha applcation. OMcial data will be avalatie in
services indicated by each country

» Plan Area
= View Planned Sea Uses

/ Priority Sea Use
i Reserved Sea Use
I Allowed Sea Use
I Restricted Sea Uso
4 Forhidden Sea Use

[[] Aquscutre area
CFetegaren

7] Comtal protecton anea

] Row rateral extracion wea
1] Unermater cttrsl hertage ama
[ Tourem areas

[ irstatatons anc et astruo e
[] Sutenasra cotis and prwires
[ rartime yaregart areas
Bty e

[[] scerttc mesarch srom

7] natwre coreervation area

[ 1 Ry ation for undiefined acsvilies o wes of peress (e

patc ¥ Interreg
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https://basemaps.helcom.fi/
http://basemaps.helcom.fi/

4 HELCOM

Supporting the regional policy work

There are several ongoing large projects working on MSP with
HELCOM as partner:

 NESBp - Northern European Sea Basins project

 MSP4BIO - Improved science-based maritime spatial planning to
safeguard and restore biodiversity in a coherent European MPA network

(HORIZON)

* ReMAP - Reviewing and Evaluating the Monitoring and Assessment of
Maritime Spatial Planning (Interreg)

» Baltic Sea2lLand - Fostering integrated governance for the joint K,"‘“P
sustainable use of human and natural capital in the near shore zone

nerre Co-funded by
o Co-funded by :B;Itic Sea Regig the European Union o * * CO'fu ndEd by
g M - * * =
NESBP S the European Union AN the European Union

Baltic Sea2Land

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission


https://vasab.org/project/nesbp/
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/msp4bio/
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/remap-reviewing-and-evaluating-the-monitoring-and-assessment-of-maritime-spatial-planning/
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/baltic-sea2land/
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~ Thank you for your
~ attention!
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