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10 years ago ...!



An introduction ...!
!
An inspiration on boundary issues in MSP – !
as researched within the ‘BONUS BaltSpace’ project !
(2016 – 2018)!
!
https://www.baltspace.eu/ !
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Spatial subsidiarity!
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with at lowest possible level

A formal pan-Baltic decision making 
body agrees, endorses and adapts 

common objectives and targets 
common objectives & targets

national structures established to 
implement msP translate 

commonly agreed objectives and 
targets for Baltic sea space into a 

spatial framework taking into 
ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ƚƌĂŶƐŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ͘

The regional and local level 
integrate economic and spatial 

planning and are responsible for 
detailed territorial planning

responsib
ilit

y

A technical trans- 
national coordinating  
body implements  
the transnational 
decisions and ensures 
ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�͞ĚĂǇ�ƚŽ�
day” cooperation and 
coordination (linked  
to transnational data,  
see next chapter) 
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Na#onal	Authority:	
3	plans	from	1nm	
outward	to	baseline	
and	the	EEZ	
	
Coastal	Regions:		
Right	to	prepare	
plans	up	to	12	nm	
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One	plan	for	almost	en#re	
mari#me	space	–	separate	plans	
for	lagoons	&	ports		
No	hierarchy	between	plans	
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Three	different	MSP	jurisdic#ons		
in	the	Bal#c	Sea		
Gradual	alignment	of	spa#al	policy	
despite	different	#mescales	for	planning	

•  Similar legal base  
•  Same language 
•  Similar understanding of MSP 
•  A regular forum for exchange  
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...a whole variety of situations in reality!

•  different areas can spatially overlap or not!
•  different plans can be under responsibility of the same or different 

authorities!
•  there can be a hierarchical relationship between plans – or not!
•  there is a (national) overarching plan for entire sea space !

with sub plans for some sub-areas included in this space !
=> nested approach!

•  different historical time of evolution - timing of MSPs!
•  current some local plans prior to overarching plans!
!
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Link to discussion points yesterday!
Similar challenges:!
•  Cross-border interactions…!
•  How to align ecosystem 

boundaries with 
administrative boundaries?!

•  How to deal with different 
scale of impact boundaries?!
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Some issues easier to solve as 
part of multi-scalar approach:!
•  Concentration of uses!
•  Availability of free space!
•  Sea spatial dynamics!
•  Land-sea interaction!
!

Some issues / challenges specific to planning small sea 
areas as part of the multi-scalar approach!
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Identification of hotspot areas!
Possible criteria!
!
•  Geographical features !

-  bays, lagoons, straits, island waters, sandbanks!
!

•  Distribution of maritime activities !
-  high concentration of uses of the sea!
!

•  Ecosystem vulnerability!
-  hotspots of biodiversity!
-  nursery /recovery areas for natural populations!
!

•  Others ?!

12!

Spa#al	Subsidiarity	Principle!		
Plan	at	lowest	appropriate	spa#al	level	…	
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Data Coherence!
•  Different needs for data ….!
-  different resolutions!
-  different aims!
-  ... .nevertheless coherent picture!

•  Availability of data portals ….!
-  to ‘zoom’ in and ‘zoom’ out!
-  functional & operational link between !

national /sub-national data infrastrcutures!
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Transnational organisations 
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etc.	

Na<onal	competent	authori<es/	organisa<ons,	NGOs	

Regional	/	local	authori<es/organisa<ons,	NGOs		

Transna<onal/	cross-sectoral	dialogue	
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Integrated Governance!
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Integrated planning process –!
coherence of plans!
•  Coordination & coherence where ?!

!
in terms of !
-  Objectives!
-  Methods !
-  Assumptions !
-  Provisions!
-  Timing!
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•  Different challenges for!
-  vertical coordination!
-  horizontal coordination!
!
!

•  Where and when are 
differences fine ?!
!
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Possible solutions!

•  Common vision for different !
planning areas!

•  Integrated stocktake assessment !
of entire planning areas!

!
•  Integrated Assessment; e.g. NEAT Tool!

…Nest Environmental Status Assessment Tool Methodology!
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Multi-scalar stakeholder engagement!
Different tools of engagement for different levels !
and different sectors!
!
•  Transnational Level: !

institutional stakeholders !
existing bodies !

!
•  National Level: More formal !

Methods:!
=> formal meetings!
=> circulation of official documents!

•  Local Level: More direct / informal !
Methods:!
-  focus groups!
-  workshops / interviews!
-  web-based dialogue platforms!
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PartiSEApate !
Handbook on Multi-Level 
Stakeholder Engagement!
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And now listen to real life examples!!
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